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Warfare Over the Matter

There is a strife between the forces of good and evil, between the loyal and the disloyal angels.
Christ and Satan are not at an agreement, and they never will be. In every age the true church of God
has engaged in decided warfare against satanic agencies. Until the controversy is ended, the
struggle will go on between wicked angels and wicked people on the one side, and holy angels and
true believers on the other. The battle that is raging will grow more fierce as the end approaches.
Those who are in unity with satanic agencies are designated by the Lord as the children of darkness.
There is not, and cannot be, a natural enmity between fallen angels and fallen humans. Both are evil.
Through apostasy both cherish evil sentiments. Wicked angels and wicked people are leagued in
a desperate confederacy against the good. Satan knew that if he could induce the human race, as
he had induced angels, to unite with him in his rebellion, he would have a strong force with which to
carry on his rebellion. In the hosts of evil there is jarring and discord, but they are all firm allies in
fighting against heaven. Their one aim is to disparage God, and their great numbers lead them to
entertain the hope that they will be able to dethrone Omnipotence.

We Should Study the Rise of the Great Controversy

The Bible is its own expositor. Scripture is to be compared with scripture. The student should learn
to view the word as a whole and to see the relation of its parts. He should gain a knowledge of its
grand central theme—of God's original purpose for the world, of the rise of the great controversy,
and of the work of redemption. He should understand the nature of the two principles that are
contending for the supremacy, and should learn to trace their working through the records of
history and prophecy to the great consummation. He should see how this controversy enters into
every phase of human experience; how in every act of life he himself reveals the one or the other
of the two antagonistic motives; and how, whether he will or not, he is even now deciding upon
which side of the controversy he will be found.

To every human being in the wide world who will give heed must be made plain the principles at
stake in the great controversy being waged, principles upon which hang the destinies of all
mankind.

It is Satan's constant effort to misrepresent the character of God, the nature of sin, and the real
issues at stake in the great controversy.

The Origin of Evil

To many minds the origin of sin and the reason for its existence are a source of great perplexity.
They see the work of evil, with its terrible results of woe and desolation, and they question how all
this can exist under the sovereignty of One who is infinite in wisdom, in power, and in love. Here
is a mystery of which they find no explanation. And in their uncertainty and doubt they are blinded
to truths plainly revealed in God's word and essential to salvation. There are those who, in their
inquiries concerningthe existence of sin, endeavor to search into that which God has never revealed;



hence they find no solution of their difficulties; and such as are actuated by a disposition to doubt
and cavil seize upon this as an excuse for rejecting the words of Holy Writ. Others, however, fail of
a satisfactory understanding of the great problem of evil, from the fact that tradition and
misinterpretation have obscured the teaching of the Bible concerning the character of God, the
nature of His government, and the principles of His dealing with sin.

Itis impossible to explain the origin of sin so as to give a reason for its existence. Yet enough may
be understood concerning both the origin and the final disposition of sin to make fully manifest the
justice and benevolence of God in all His dealings with evil. Nothing is more plainly taught in
Scripture than that God was in no wise responsible for the entrance of sin; that there was no
arbitrary withdrawal of divine grace, no deficiency in the divine government, that gave occasion for
the uprising of rebellion. Sin is an intruder, for whose presence no reason can be given. It is
mysterious, unaccountable; to excuse it is to defend it. Could excuse for it be found, or cause be
shown for its existence, it would cease to be sin. Our only definition of sin is that given in the word of
God; it is “the transgression of the law;” it is the outworking of a principle at war with the great
law of love which is the foundation of the divine government.

The entrance of sin into heaven cannot be explained. If it were explainable, it would show that
there was some reason for sin. But as there was not the least excuse for it, its origin will ever remain
shrouded in mystery.

God had a knowledge of the events of the future, even before the creation of the world. He did not
make His purposes to fit circumstances, but He allowed matters to develop and work out. He did
not work to bring about a certain condition of things, but He knew that such a condition would exist.
The plan that should be carried out upon the defection of any of the high intelligences of heaven—
this is the secret, the mystery which has been hid from ages. And an offering was prepared in the
eternal purposes to do the very work which God has done for fallen humanity.

God did not create evil. He only made the good, which was like himself. But Satan would not be
content to know the will of God and do it. His curiosity was on the stretch to know that which God
had not designed he should know. Evil, sin, and death were not created by God; they are the result
of disobedience, which originated in Satan. But the knowledge of evil now in the world was brought
in through the cunning of Satan. These are very hard and expensive lessons; but men will learn them,
and many will never be convinced that it is bliss to be ignorant of a certain kind of knowledge,
which arises from unsatisfied desires and unholy aims.

God is Love; He is the Great Source of All
“God is love.” 1John 4:16. His nature, His law, is love. It ever has been; it ever will be. “The high and
lofty One that inhabiteth eternity,” whose “ways are everlasting,” changeth not. With Him “is no

variableness, neither shadow of turning.” Isaiah 57:15; Habakkuk 3:6; James 1:17.

Every manifestation of creative power is an expression of infinite love. The sovereignty of God
involves fullness of blessing to all created beings.

Nature and revelation alike testify of God’s love. It is from Him that we receive every good gift.



Our Father in heaven is the source of life, of wisdom, and of joy.

The history of the great conflict between good and evil, from the time it first began in heaven to the
final overthrow of rebellion and the total eradication of sin, is also a demonstration of God's
unchanging love.

The law of love being the foundation of the government of God, the happiness of all intelligent
beings depends upon their perfect accord with its great principles of righteousness. God desires
from all His creatures the service of love—service (homage*) that springs from an intelligent
appreciation of His character. He takes no pleasure in a forced obedience (allegiance*), and to all
He grants freedom of will, that they may render Him voluntary service.

All things Christ received from God, but He took to give. So in the heavenly courts, in His ministry
for all created beings: through the beloved Son, the Father's life flows out to all; through the Son
it returns, in praise and joyous service, a tide of love, to the great Source of all. And thus through
Christ the circuit of beneficence is complete, representing the character of the great Giver, the law
of life. In heaven itself this law was broken. Sin originated in self-seeking. Lucifer, the covering
cherub, desired to be first in heaven. He sought to gain control of heavenly beings, to draw them
away from their Creator, and to win their homage to himself.

Before the Entrance of Evil

Before the entrance of evil there was peace and joy throughout the universe. All was in perfect
harmony with the Creator's will. Love for God was supreme, love for one another impartial. Christ
the Word, the Only Begotten of God, was one with the eternal Father,—one in nature, in
character, and in purpose,—the only being in all the universe that could enter into all the
counsels and purposes of God. By Christ the Father wrought in the creation of all heavenly beings.
“By Him were all things created, that are in heaven, ... whether they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers” (Colossians 1:16); and to Christ, equally with the Father, all heaven gave
allegiance.

Peace and joy, in perfect submission to the will of Heaven, existed throughout the angelic host.
Love to God was supreme, love for one another impartial. Such was the condition that existed for
ages before the entrance of sin.

So long as all created beings acknowledged the allegiance of love, there was perfect harmony
throughout the universe of God. It was the joy of the heavenly host to fulfill the purpose of their
Creator. They delighted in reflecting His glory and showing forth His praise. And while love to God
was supreme, love for one another was confiding and unselfish. There was no note of discord to
mar the celestial harmonies.

The angels had been created full of goodness and love. They loved one another impartially and their
God supremely, and they were prompted by this love to do His pleasure. The law of God was not a
grievous yoke to them, but it was their delight to do His commandments, to hearken unto the voice
of His Word.



God Always Has Been

God always has been. He is the great | AM. The psalmist declares, “Before the mountains were
brought forth, or ever Thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting
Thou art God.” [Psalm 90:2.] He is the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity. “I am the Lord, |
change not,” He declares. [Isaiah 57:15; Malachi 3:6.] With Him there is no variableness, neither
shadow of turning. He is “the same yesterday, today, and forever.” [James 1:17; Hebrews 13:8.] He
is infinite and omnipresent. No words of ours can describe His greatness and majesty.

The Lord has ever existed in perfection from all eternity. He has been ever what He now is, “l am
that | am;” “The high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity.” [Exodus 3:14; Isaiah 57:15.] This is His
title. “Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world,
even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.” Psalm 90:2. “I am the Lord, | change not.”
Malachi 3:6. With Him is no variableness or shadow of turning.

Jehovah, the eternal, self-existent, uncreated One, Himself the Source and Sustainer of all, is
alone entitled to supreme reverence and worship. Man is forbidden to give to any other object the
first place in his affections or his service. Whatever we cherish that tends to lessen our love for God
or to interfere with the service due Him, of that do we make a god.

Every breath, every throb of the heart, is a continual evidence of the power of an ever-present God.

Our Heavenly Father, the Supreme Ruler and the Lawgiver
God would have the rulers of the nations know that He is the supreme Ruler. Those who preside

over the affairs of nations should realize that there is a King of kings. The man who does not know
God as his Father and Jesus Christ as the only begotten Son of the infinite God cannot rule wisely.

Christ volunteered to come to our world and give to men the true light. God gave His only begotten
Son to the world to reveal the Father as supreme in heaven and in earth.

The Lord revealed Himself not only as the true and living God, but as our heavenly Father, when
He sent His only begotten Son into the world to purchase our redemption.

God is a moral governor as well as a Father. He is the Lawgiver. He makes and executes His laws.

The Son of God Was Next in Authority to the Great Lawgiver

The Son of God was next in authority to the great Lawgiver. He knew that His life alone could be
sufficient to ransom fallen man. He was of as much more value than man as his noble, spotless
character, and exalted office as commander of all the heavenly host, were above the work of man.
He was in the express image of his Father, not in features alone, but in perfection of character.
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Christis our Example. He was next to God in the heavenly courts. But He came to this earth to live
among men.

Christ, the only begotten of the Father, was the express image of his Father's person, the
brightness of his glory....

The Son was the brightness of the Father’s glory, and the express image of his person. He
possessed divine excellence and greatness. He was equal with God. It pleased the Father that in
him all fullness should dwell.

The Divinity of the Son of God

The divinity of Christ is the believer's assurance of eternal life.

The doctrine of the divinity of Christ is to be definitely believed and proclaimed.

The divine Son of God was the only sacrifice of sufficient value to fully satisfy the claims of God's
perfect law.

The humiliation of the man Christ Jesus isincomprehensible to the human mind; but his divinity and
his existence before the world was formed can never be doubted by those who believe the word of
God. The apostle Paul speaks of our Mediator, the only begotten Son of God, who in a state of glory
was in the form of God, the Commander of all the heavenly hosts, and who, when he clothed his
divinity with humanity, took upon him the form of a servant.

There are many who deny the preexistence of Christ, and therefore deny his divinity; they do not
accept him as a personal Saviour. This is a total denial of Christ. He was the only-begotten Son of
God, who was one with the Father from the beginning. By him the worlds were made.

Christ is the One through whom God has at all times revealed Himself to man. “But to us there
is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom are all things, and we by Him.” 1 Corinthians 8:6

There is one God, one faith, one baptism. There is one Lord Jesus, who must abide in the soul of
every one of these brethren.

Jesus, the world's Redeemer, is the channel through which all our blessings come, and those who
refuse to acknowledge him as the divine Son of God, virtually say, “l will not have this man to rule
over me.” Those who are self-willed, puffed up with pride and self-importance, while they will not
give up their wills to be in harmony with God's will, yet will accept the delusions of false prophets,
and be led to refuse to acknowledge Christ as the Son of God.

Christ was the Father's ‘appointed heir of all things, by whom also He made the worlds.” He was
the ‘brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person.” And He upheld ‘all things by the
word of his power.” He possessed divine excellence and greatness; and it pleased the Father that
in Him all fulness should dwell.

11


https://legacy.egwwritings.org/?ref=en_RH.December.31.1872.par.16&para=821.1404
https://legacy.egwwritings.org/?ref=en_RH.December.31.1872.par.16&para=821.1404
https://legacy.egwwritings.org/?ref=en_RH.December.31.1872.par.16&para=821.1404
https://legacy.egwwritings.org/?ref=en_RH.December.31.1872.par.16&para=821.1404

Who Is Christ? The Only Begotten Son of the Living God

Who is Christ?—He is the only begotten Son of the living God. He is to the Father as a word that
expresses the thought,—as a thought made audible. Christ is the word of God. Christ said to
Philip, “He that hath seen me, hath seen the Father.” His words were the echo of God's words.
Christ was the likeness of God, the brightness of his glory, the express image of his person.

Who is Christ? Whose Son is He? The only begotten Son of the infinite God. What distinction had
He in the heavenly courts? He was Commander of all heaven.

A complete offering has been made; for ‘God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten
Son,’—not a son by creation, as were the angels, nor a son by adoption, as is the forgiven sinner, but
a Son begotten in the express image of the Father's person, and in all the brightness of his
majesty and glory, one equal with God in authority, dignity, and divine perfection. In him dwelt
all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.

The Father and the Son each have a personality. Christ declared: “l and My Father are one.” Yet
it was the Son of God who came to the world in human form. Laying aside His royal robe and kingly
crown, He clothed His divinity with humanity, that humanity through His infinite sacrifice might
become partakers of the divine nature and escape the corruption that is in the world through lust.

The Sovereign of the Universe Had an Associate, a Co-worker

The Sovereign of the universe was not alone in His work of beneficence. He had an associate—a
co-worker who could appreciate His purposes, and could share His joy in giving happiness to
created beings. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
The same was in the beginning with God.” John 1:1, 2. Christ, the Word, the only begotten of God,
was one with the eternal Father—one in nature, in character, in purpose—the only being that
could enter into all the counsels and purposes of God. “His name shall be called Wonderful,
Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6. His “goings
forth have been from of old, from everlasting.” Micah 5:2. And the Son of God declares concerning
Himself: “The Lord possessed Me in the beginning of His way, before His works of old. | was set up
from everlasting.... When He appointed the foundations of the earth: then | was by Him, as one
brought up with Him: and | was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him.” Proverbs 8:22-30.

Through Solomon Christ declared: “The Lord possessed Me in the beginning of His way, before His
works of old. | was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was. When there
were no depths, | was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water. Before
the mountains were settled, before the hills was | brought forth.... When He gave to the sea His
decree, that the waters should not pass His commandment; when He appointed the foundations of
the earth; then | was by Him, as one brought up with Him; and | was daily His delight, rejoicing always
before Him.”
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In speaking of His pre-existence, Christ carries the mind back through dateless ages. He assures
us that there never was a time when He was not in close fellowship with the eternal God. He to
whose voice the Jews were then listening had been with God as one brought up with Him.

But while God's Word speaks of the humanity of Christwhen upon this earth, it also speaks decidedly
regarding his pre-existence. The Word existed as a divine being, even as the eternal Son of God,
in union and oneness with his Father. From everlasting he was the Mediator of the covenant, the
one in whom all nations of the earth, both Jews and Gentiles, if they accepted him, were to be
blessed. “The Word was with God, and the Word was God.” Before men or angels were created, the
Word was with God, and was God.

The world was made by him, “and without him was not anything made that was made.” If Christ
made all things, he existed before all things. The words spoken in regard to this are so decisive that
no one need be left in doubt. Christ was God essentially, and in the highest sense. He was with
God from all eternity, God over all, blessed forevermore.

The Lord Jesus Christ, the divine Son of God, existed from eternity, a distinct person, yet one with
the Father. He was the surpassing glory of heaven. He was the commander of the heavenly
intelligences, and the adoring homage of the angels was received by him as his right. This was no
robbery of God. “The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way,” he declares, “before his
works of old. | was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was. When there
were no depths, | was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water. Before
the mountains were settled, before the hills was | brought forth; while as yet he had not made the
earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the world. When he prepared the heavens, |
was there: when he set a compass upon the face of the depth.”

There are light and glory in the truth that Christ was one with the Father before the foundation of the
world was laid. This is the light shining in a dark place, making it resplendent with divine, original
glory. This truth, infinitely mysterious in itself, explains, other mysterious and otherwise
unexplainable truths, while it is enshrined in light, unapproachable and incomprehensible.

The Strongest Bond of Union Existed Between the Father and the Son
Between God and His only begotten Son the strongest bond of union existed—a complete
oneness. Thus, through Christ, Satan’s misrepresentation of God could be unfolded and shown in

its real character.

The Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of the Father, is truly God in infinity, but not in
personality.

From eternity there was a complete unity between the Father and the Son. They were two, yet
little short of being identical; two in individuality, yet one in spirit, and heart, and character.

The Father wrought by His Son in the creation of all heavenly beings. “By Him were all things
created, ... whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were
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created by Him, and for Him.” Colossians 1:16. Angels are God's ministers, radiant with the light ever
flowing from His presence and speeding on rapid wing to execute His will. But the Son, the anointed
of God, the “express image of His person,” “the brightness of His glory,” “upholding all things
by the word of His power,” holds supremacy over them all. Hebrews 1:3. “A glorious high throne
from the beginning,” was the place of His sanctuary (Jeremiah 17:12); “a scepter of righteousness,”
the scepter of His kingdom. Hebrews 1:8. “Honor and majesty are before Him: strength and beauty
are in His sanctuary.” Psalm 96:6. Mercy and truth go before His face. Psalm 89:14.

Christ made an infinite sacrifice in order that we might enjoy the great privilege of being called the
sons of God. Before the world was created, the Father and His Son conferred together as to how
man, if he should sin, might be reinstated as a member of the heavenly family. Christ then
offered Himself as a ransom for the human race. The privilege secured for us at such an infinite cost,
the privilege of becoming children of God, is the greatest privilege that could be conferred upon us.

To Christ Has Been Given an Exalted Position

God is the Father of Christ; Christ is the Son of God. To Christ has been given an exalted
position. He has been made equal with the Father. All the counsels of God are opened to His
Son.

Consider the exalted position of Him who gave His life for the redemption of a sinful, fallen race.
Like His Father, He was immortal. He was the beloved Commander of the hosts of heaven. How
saditisthat so many willtreat the Saviour indifferently. Thus their eyes become blinded to the eternal
realities, and they cannot behold God. They cannot understand that “He so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son” to be rejected of men and put to an ignominious death. [John 3:16.]

The One who was exalted above all others in the heavenly courts, as the Son of the Highest, is
the One whose hands were nailed to the cross of Calvary.

Our great Exemplar was exalted to be equal with God. He was high commander in heaven. All
the holy angels delighted to bow before Him.

He who was made equal with God bore the sin of the transgressor, and thereby made a channel
whereby the love of God could be communicated to a fallen world, and his grace and power imparted
to those who came to Christ in penitence for their sin.

Lucifer Was Next in Honor and Power to God’s Dear Son

Satan in heaven, before his rebellion, was a high and exalted angel, next in honor to God's dear
Son. His countenance, like those of the other angels, was mild and expressive of happiness. His
forehead was high and broad, showing a powerful intellect. His form was perfect; his bearing noble
and majestic. A special light beamed in his countenance, and shone around him brighter and more
beautiful than around the other angels; yet Jesus, God's dear Son, had the pre-eminence over all
the angelic host. He was one with the Father before the angels were created. Satan was envious
of Christ, and in his ambition (gradually*) assumed command which devolved on Christ alone.
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Satan was once a covering cherub in the heavenly courts, the angel next in power to Christ
Himself

Among the inhabitants of heaven, Satan, next to Christ, was at one time most honored of God, and
highest in power and glory. Before his fall, Lucifer, "son of the morning," was first of the covering
cherubs, holy and undefiled. He stood in the presence of the great Creator, and the ceaseless
beams of glory enshrouding the eternal God rested upon him.

[Satan was] the exalted angel who was given a position next to Jesus Christ in the heavenly
courts. Lucifer was enshrouded with glory as the covering cherub. Yet this angel whom God had
created, and entrusted with power, became desirous of being as God. He gained the sympathy of
some of his associates by suggesting thoughts of criticism regarding the government of God. This
evil seed was scattered in a most seducing manner; and after it sprung up and taken root in the minds
of many, he gathered the ideas that he himself had firstimplanted in the minds of others and brought
them before the highest order of angels as the thoughts of other minds against the government of
God. Thus, by ingenious methods of his own devising, Lucifer introduced rebellion in heaven.

God Made Lucifer As Near As Possible Like Himself

There was a time when Satan was in harmony with God, and it was his joy to execute the divine
commands. His heart was filled with love and joy in serving his Creator, until he began to think
that his wisdom was not derived from God, but was inherent in himself, and that he was as worthy
as was God to receive honor and power.

Evil originated with Lucifer, who rebelled against the government of God. Before his fall he was a
covering cherub, distinguished by his excellence. God made him good and beautiful, as near as
possible like himself.

God had made him [Lucifer] noble, had given him rich endowments. He gave him a high,
responsible position. He asked of him nothing that was unreasonable. He was to administer the
trust given him of God in a spirit of meekness and devotion, seeking to promote the glory of God,
who had given him glory and beauty and loveliness.

Lucifer ... fell from his high estate because the loveliness and glory he possessed (given of God),
did not make himself [as God's] only-begotten Son. He insinuated to the angels [that] there would be
a change ere long in the heavenly courts. He would have the highest place.

Once Satan was in co-partnership with God, Jesus Christ, and the holy angels. He was highly

exalted in heaven and was radiant in light and glory that came to him from the Father and the Son,
but he became disloyal and lost his high and holy position as covering cherub.

Lucifer Was the Highest of All Created Beings

The Lord Himself gave to Satan his glory and wisdom, and made him the covering cherub, good,
noble, and exceeding lovely.
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He [Lucifer] had been the highest of all created beings, and had been foremost in revealing God's
purposes to the universe.

The highest gifts that could be bestowed in a created being were given to Lucifer, the covering
cherub. Before his fall he was a glorious being, occupying a position next to Christ in the heavenly
courts.

Lucifer is represented [in] Ezekiel 28. Read this description of the angel who came to suppose he
should occupy the place of Christ. And it might be the place of God. Read and understand who left
the royal courts and who consented to live the life of humanity, that He Himself might experience all
the afflictions wherein humanity must be a partaker. Why cannot humanity humble itself as did the
higher Being next to God?

Lucifer, the Covering Cherub, Desired to Receive the Highest Honors

Satan was once an honored angel in heaven, next to Christ...Satan was jealous of Jesus. He
wished to be consulted concerning the formation of man, and because he was not, he was filled with
envy, jealousy, and hatred. He desired to receive the highest honors in heaven next to God.

Satan, who was once a beautiful angel in the heavenly courts, became a fallen angel because he
did not want to occupy a secondary place, but to be next to God. He would have the Lord Jesus
become second to him, for his own glory was very precious in his own sight. He was jealous of
Christ, the Saviour. Study the Word of God, and see what this jealousy led to in the end. There is
nothing to be gained by jealousies. Although in the beginning Satan was an exalted angel of great
glory in the heavenly courts, that glory became extinguished through his craving to be the highest
one next to God.

Angels watched the conflict at every step. They saw the spirit and work of the enemy. They looked
with amazement upon the devices of Satan against the divine Son of God. They saw that he who had
only been second to Jesus in power and glory had fallen so low that he could influence men to hunt
the steps of Christ from city to city.

Lucifer was the covering cherub, the most exalted of the heavenly created beings; he stood
nearest the throne of God, and was most closely connected and identified with the administration
of God's government, most richly endowed with the glory of His majesty and power.

Satan was a beautiful, exalted angel, and would have remained so forever had he not withdrawn
his allegiance from God.

He [Lucifer] had a knowledge of the inestimable value of eternal riches that man did not possess.
He had experienced the pure contentment, the peace, the exalted happiness and unalloyed joys,
of the heavenly abode. He had realized, before his rebellion, the satisfaction of the full approval of
God. He had had a full appreciation of the glory that enshrouded the Father, and knew that there
was no limit to His power.
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Lucifer Wanted to be Exalted Above the Only Begotten Son of God

[Lucifer] was next to Christ in the heavenly courts, but decided that he was entitled to a higher
position.

Satan's dissatisfaction first commenced in heaven because he could not be first and highest in
command —equal with God, exalted above Christ. He rebelled and lost his estate; and he, and
those who sympathized with him, were turned out of heaven.

Let everyone read in regard to Lucifer who, because of great glory given him, wanted the place of
Christ.

When God would not concede to Satan’s claim to a place above His only begotten Son, Satan
rebelled. There was war in heaven, and he was cast out. He pressed his claim to be placed above
Christ, but the warfare resulted in his losing his position in the heavenly courts.

[Satan] He occupied a special, exalted position in the heavenly courts. He must have no one higher
than himself. He must be next to God in efficiency. But Christ was above him, and he claimed he
must be above Christ. Christ was the only begotten Son of God, united with God.

The Father Informed Lucifer that Christ Was His Only Begotten Son

Satan was well acquainted with the position of honor Christ had held in Heaven as the Son of
God, the beloved of the Father.

[Lucifer’s] beauty was so highly exalted that he thought he should be as God, and Christ must be
second to him; but the Lord informed Satan this could not be possible. Christ was His only
begotten Son.

At the birth of Jesus, Satan knew that One had come with a divine commission to dispute his
dominion. He trembled at the angel's message attesting the authority of the newborn King. Satan
well knew the position that Christ had held in heaven as the Beloved of the Father. That the Son
of God should come to this earth as a man filled him with amazement and with apprehension. He
could not fathom the mystery of this great sacrifice. His selfish soul could not understand such love
for the deceived race.

Pride will never be admitted into heaven. Can we cherish envy in our hearts and yet be found in the
kingdom of God?—No; envy cannot be transplanted into the kingdom of God. Satan originated this
terrible evil, and its result was that Satan desired and sought to take the place of the only-
begotten Son of God. It was because he could not have the place of Christ that Satan revolted in
heaven.

There are many of us who have a nominal faith, but we do not bring that faith into our character. The

statement is made that the devil believed and trembled. He believed that Christ was the Son of
God while he was in heaven; and when upon this earth he was in conflict with Him here on the field
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of battle, he believed on Christ; but could this save him? No, because he did not weave Christ into
his life and character.

Who is this that was to come to our world and become incarnate? The only begotten Son of God.
“Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part
of the same, that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death.” [Hebrews 2:14.]
“The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old,” Christ says. “When
he gave to the sea his decree that the waters should not pass his commandment: when He appointed
the foundations of the earth: Then was | by Him, as one brought up with him: and | was daily his
delight, rejoicing always before him.” [Proverbs 8:22, 29, 30.] But Christ humbled Himself to come
to this earth. This was the hiding of His glory.

The Rebellion Against God’s Law Began in Heaven

The rebellion against God’s law was begun by Satan in heaven. By this rebellion sin was brought
into existence. There is only one definition of sin. ‘Sin is the transgression of the law.’

Vital interests were at stake in the worlds that God had created. Would these supposed defects
be made so apparent that the inhabitants of the heavenly universe would be justified in claiming that
the law could be improved? Would Satan succeed in undermining their confidence in the law?

Not the smallest jot or tittle of the law has ever been given over to Satan, to be manipulated
according to his fancy. If this could have been done, it would have been when the matter was first
agitated in the heavenly courts. But there the first intimation of a change in God’s law was met by
a decided No. This led to a battle in heaven, and Satan, next to Christ the most exalted being in
the heavenly courts, was overcome, and with his sympathizers cast out of heaven.

He, [Satan] the originator of sin, worked with all his deceptive powers and satanic subtlety to
become equal with God in heaven, as the Son of God was. Then, he thought, he could sway the
heavenly angels as he desired. This specious, deceptive work was carried on secretly. The
archdeceiver himself concealed his identity, so far as was possible, and the Lord permitted this
rebellion to develop before anything was done to save the angelic host from apostasy.

It was the highest crime to rebel against the government of God. All heaven seemed in commotion.
The angels were marshaled in companies, each division with a higher commanding angel at their
head. Satan was warring against the law of God, because ambitious to exalt himself, and
unwilling to submit to the authority of God's Son, heaven's great commander.

They [holy angels] told Adam and Eve that the most exalted angel, next in order to Christ, refused
obedience to the law of God which he had ordained to govern heavenly beings; that this rebellion
had caused war in Heaven which resulted in the rebellious being expelled therefrom, and every angel
was driven out of Heaven who united with him in questioning the authority of the great Jehovah;
and that this fallen foe was now an enemy to all that concerned the interest of God and his dear
Son.
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The question is asked, How is the existence of sin reconcilable with the government of a wise,
merciful, and omnipotent God? Why was sin permitted to enter heaven? Why was it permitted to
take up its abode on the earth to cause discord and suffering?

It certainly was not God's purpose that man should be sinful. He made Adam pure and noble, with
no tendency to evil. He placed him in Eden, where he had every inducement to remain loyal and
obedient. The law was placed around him as a safeguard.

Evil originated with the rebellion of Lucifer. It was brought into heaven when he refused
allegiance to God's law. Satan was the first lawbreaker.

The fact that God had to give his only begotten Son to die for a race condemned by the law, is
sufficient to prove that the law could not be altered one jot or tittle.

Lucifer ... sought to abolish the law of God. He claimed that the unfallen intelligences of holy
heaven had no need of law, but were capable of governing themselves and of preserving unspotted
integrity.

The Perfect Harmony of Heaven Was Broken

Now the perfect harmony of heaven was broken. Lucifer's disposition to serve himself instead of
his Creator aroused a feeling of apprehension when observed by those who considered that the glory
of God should be supreme. In heavenly council the angels pleaded with Lucifer.

But in this state of peace and purity, sin originated with him who had been perfect in all his ways.
The prophet writes of him: “Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty; thou hast corrupted thy
wisdom by reason of thy brightness.” Sin is a mysterious, unexplainable thing. There was no
reason for its existence; to seek to explain it is to seek to give a reason for it, and that would be to
justify it. Sin appeared in a perfect universe, a thing that was shown to be inexcusable.

But a change came over this happy state. There was one who perverted the freedom that God had
granted to His creatures. Sin originated with him who, next to Christ, had been most honored of
God and was highest in power and glory among the inhabitants of heaven. Lucifer, “son of the
morning,” was first of the covering cherubs, holy and undefiled. He stood in the presence of the great
Creator, and the ceaseless beams of glory enshrouding the eternal God rested upon him. “Thus saith
the Lord God; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. Thou hastbeenin Eden
the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering.... Thou art the anointed cherub that
covereth; and | have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and
down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast
created, till iniquity was found in thee.” Ezekiel 28:12-15.

Lucifer might have remained in favor with God, beloved and honored by all the angelic host,
exercising his noble powers to bless others and to glorify his Maker. But, says the prophet, “Thine
heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy
brightness.” Verse 17.
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Little by little Lucifer came to indulge the desire for self-exaltation. The Scripture says, “Thine
heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy
brightness.” Ezekiel 28:17. “Thou hast said in thine heart, ...l will exalt my throne above the stars of
God.... | will be like the Most High.” Isaiah 14:13, 14. Though all his glory was from God, this mighty
angelcametoregard it as pertaining to himself. Not content with his position, though honored above
the heavenly host, he ventured to covet homage due alone to the Creator. Instead of seeking to make
God supreme in the affections and allegiance of all created beings, it was his endeavor to secure
their service and loyalty to himself. And coveting the glory with which the infinite Father had
invested His Son, this prince of angels aspired to power that was the prerogative of Christ alone.

Itis only by a clear discernment of spiritual things that the original apostasy can be understood. The
controversy in heaven began with selfish strife for position, a desire on the part of Lucifer to be
equal with God. The disaffection of Satan in entertaining the thought that he should stand as head
of the heavenly order at first seemed a small thing, but by dwelling upon this thought, it was
strengthened. Step by step he miscalculated the position that had been assigned him by God, to be
maintained only in God, until he finally came to look with enmity upon everything coming from Jesus
Christ. Satan rebelled against the laws governing the heavenly intelligences; and by representing
these in a deceptive light, by his unbelief and complaints, he drew others with him into rebellion.

Sin began with Satan when he was an exalted angel in heaven. He had great honor there among
the angels. The first sign of his dissatisfaction was the manifestation of his desire to be equal with
God, to be worshiped as God. He tried to falsify the word of God, and pervert his plan of government
before the angels. He claimed that God was not justin laying rules and laws upon the inhabitants
of heaven. He represented that God was not self-denying, and that Christ was not self-denying; why,
then, should the angels be required to be self-denying?

Lucifer Was Jealous of the Supremacy of the Son of God

Pride in his own glory nourished the desire for supremacy. The high honors conferred upon Lucifer
were not appreciated as the gift of God and called forth no gratitude to the Creator. He gloried in his
brightness and exaltation, and aspired to be equal with God. He was beloved and reverenced by
the heavenly host. Angels delighted to execute his commands, and he was clothed with wisdom and
glory above them all. Yet the Son of God was the acknowledged Sovereigh of heaven, one in
power and authority with the Father. In all the counsels of God, Christ was a participant, while
Lucifer was not permitted thus to enter into the divine purposes. “Why,” questioned this mighty
angel, “should Christ have the supremacy? Why is He thus honored above Lucifer?”

Deception steals in unawares, just as it stole into the heavenly courts. Satan sought to undermine
the confidence of the angels in God’s government. He desired the place occupied by Christ, having
itin his mind, if he gained this position, to make an effort to take the place of God.

The creation of our world was brought into the councils of heaven. There the covering cherub
prepared his request that he should be made prince to govern the world then in prospect. This
was not accorded him. Jesus Christ was to rule the earthly kingdom; under God He engaged to
take the world with all its probabilities. The law of heaven should be the standard law for this new
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world, for human intelligences. Lucifer was jealous of Christ and this jealousy worked into
rebellion and he carried with him a large number of the holy angels. Jesus, the Son of God, was not
deceived by Lucifer’s sophistry. He stood true to principle and resisted every line of reasoning of
Lucifer and all the angels who had taken sides with him, thus evidencing that as He stood, every
angel might have stood.

Satan fell because of his ambition to be equal with God. He desired to enter into the divine
counsels and purposes, from which he was excluded by his own inability, as a created being, to
comprehend the wisdom of the Infinite One. It was this ambitious pride that led to his rebellion,
and by the same means he seeks to cause the ruin of man.

Before the fall of Satan, the Father consulted his Son in regard to the formation of man. They
purposed to make this world, and create beasts and living things upon it, and to make man in the
image of God, to reign as a ruling monarch over every living thing which God should create. When
Satan learned the purpose of God, he was envious at Christ, and jealous because the Father had
not consulted him in regard to the creation of man. Satan was of the highest order of angels; but
Christ was above all. He was the commander of all Heaven. He imparted to the angelic family
the high commands of his Father. The envy and jealousy of Satan increased. Until his rebellion all
Heaven was in harmony, and perfect subjection to the government of God. Satan commenced to
insinuate his dissatisfied feelings to other angels, and a number agreed to aid him in his rebellion.
Satan was dissatisfied, with his position. Although very exalted, he aspires to be equal with God;
and unless the Lord gratifies his ambition, determines to rebel, and refuse submission. He desires,
yet dare not at once venture to make known his envious, hateful feelings. But he contents himself
with gaining all he can to sympathize with him, as though deeply wronged. He relates to them his
thoughts of warring against Jehovah.

Satan Desired More Exalted Honors Which God Bestowed Upon His Son

Before he fell, Satan wanted Christ’s position. Because he could not have it, he became
desperate, rebelled, and was cast out of heaven. Because he was restrained from carrying out his
plans, he decided that he would be his own god....But the Lord, yes, Our God, will be Ruler of the
heavens and the earth. If men and women will carry out His requirements, it will be seen that He is
Ruler, carrying out His divine will.

Satan, who was once an honored angel in Heaven, had been ambitious for the more exalted
honors which God had bestowed upon his Son. He became envious of Christ, and represented to
the angels who honored him as covering cherub that he had not the honor conferred upon him which
his position demanded. He asserted that he should be exalted equal in honor with God. Satan
obtained sympathizers. Angels in Heaven joined him in his rebellion, and fell with their leader from
their high and holy estate, and were therefore expelled with him from Heaven.

Jesus was made one with God. His exaltation created envy and jealousy in Satan’s heart. Satan
insisted that God had not dealt with him justly. He criticized God’s plan of government. He
declared the divine law to be arbitrary, detrimental to the interests of the heavenly universe, and in
need of change.

21


https://legacy.egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Ms1-1902.2&para=7684.9

He [Lucifer] commenced war in heaven for the preeminence, worked with the angels until they
were deceived, and concluded they would war against God. But the [loyal angels] would not yield
the point that Christ should have the preeminence next to God. And there was war in heaven.

Angels Would Obscure That Christ Was the Only Begotten Son of God

Angels were expelled from heaven because they would not work in harmony with God. They fell from
their high estate because they wanted to be exalted. They had come to exalt themselves, and they
forgot that their beauty of person and of character came from the Lord Jesus. This fact the angels
would obscure, that Christ was the only begotten Son of God, and they came to consider that they
were not to consult Christ. One angel began the controversy and carried it on until there was
rebellion in the heavenly courts among the angels. They were lifted up because of their beauty.

...When the angels came to claim the highest place in heaven, above the only begotten Son of God,
itwas not given to them. And because they did not receive it, there was war in heaven, and those that
wanted a higher place, to crowd out Christ Jesus, were cast out of heaven...

When Satan rebelled against the government of God, and there was war in heaven, he with those
who had been deceived by him, and who had disputed the authority of God, were expelled from the
heavenly courts. Satan desired to be first in power and authority; he wanted to be equal with God
and to have the rulership in heaven; and he won a large number of the angels to his allegiance.

While some of the angels joined Satan in his rebellion, others reasoned with him to dissuade him
from his purposes, contending for the honor and wisdom of God in giving authority to His Son.
Satan urged, for what reason was Christ endowed with unlimited power and such high command
above himself! He stood up proudly, and urged that he should be equal with God. He makes his
boasts to his sympathizers that he will not submit to the authority of Christ.

Cast out that spirit which one who was jealous of Christ introduced into the heavenly courts. The
trouble in heaven came because Lucifer, the angel of brightness, was not given the supremacy
over Christ.

Satan’s Crime - Refusing to Recognize the Dignity of the Son of God

Christ recognized Satan from the beginning, and it required strong self-control to listen to the
propositions of this insulting deceiver, and not rebuke his bold assumption. But the Saviour of the
world was neither provoked to give him evidence of his divine power, nor to enter into controversy
with one who had been expelled from Heaven for leading a rebellion against the supreme Ruler
of the universe, and whose very crime had been a refusal to recognize the dignity of the Son of
God. Armed with faith in his Heavenly Father, bearing in his mind the precious memory of the words
spoken from Heaven at his baptism, Jesus stood unmoved in the lonely wilderness, before the
mighty enemy of souls.

It was in seeking to exalt himself above the Son of God, that Satan had sinned in heaven. Should
he prevail now, it would be the triumph of rebellion. Christ declared to the tempter, “Get thee behind
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me, Satan; for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.”
Satan had questioned whether Jesus were the Son of God. In his summary dismissal he had proof
that he could not gainsay. Divinity flashed through suffering humanity. Satan had no power to resist
the command. Writhing with humiliation and rage, he was forced to withdraw from the presence of
the world's Redeemer. Christ's victory was as complete as had been Adam's failure.

There are ever to be found those who will sympathize with those who are wrong. Satan had
sympathizers in heaven, and took large numbers of the angels with him. God and Christ and
heavenly angels were on one side, and Satan on the other. Notwithstanding the infinite power and
majesty of God and Christ, angels became disaffected. The insinuations of Satan took effect, and
they really came to believe that the Father and the Son were their enemies, and that Satan was
their benefactor. Satan has the same power and the same control over minds now, only it has
increased a hundred-fold by exercise and experience.

Lucifer Got Up a Warfare Over the Matter

Christ was the only begotten Son of God, and Lucifer, that glorious angel, got up a warfare over
the matter, until he had to be thrust down to the earth.

But Lucifer, the most glorious angel next to Christ, thought himself equal with God and made the
effort, because of his beauty and glory, that he should be next to God, and then he could work out
God’s plans. Thus Lucifer claimed the position next to the Creator. But Christ was the only begotten
Son of God. Lucifer made war in heaven and would not take the position God assigned him,
therefore he fell from his high estate and has been in the world, a warring element against God’s
plans, and has had great power to allure and deceive souls to ruin them. There have been two parties
in the world, the true and the false.

Lucifer was cast out of heaven because he was fully determined to have a position above that of
Christ. He could not obtain what he coveted, and there was war in heaven, and he was cast out.

Warfare Against the Only Begotten Son of God

Thus He [Christ] placed the human family upon vantage-ground, identifying his interest with that of
fallen man. The prince of fallen angels conducted the warfare against the only begotten Son of
God. Evil angels leagued with evil men, and earth and hell arrayed their powers against him, in order
to overcome him. Unrighteousness leagued against righteousness and truth, error and iniquity
assailed the standard of righteousness. Satan imbued his instrumentalities with his own spirit, and
men became agents in the deceptive work, playing the game for the life and character of every son
and daughter of Adam. He carried out the same plan upon which he had entered in heaven. There
he had succeeded in carrying with him a large number of angels, who sought with him to make of no
effect the standard of righteousness. Since his expulsion from heaven, he has worked with unabated
earnestness, with sleepless vigilance.

When Satan rebelled, there was war in heaven; and he, with all his sympathizers, was cast out. He

had held a high office in heaven, possessing a throne radiant with light. But he swerved from his
allegiance to the blessed and only Potentate and fell from his first estate. All who sympathized with
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him were driven from the presence of God, doomed to be no more acknowledged in the heavenly
courts as having a right there. Satan became the avowed antagonist of Christ. On the earth he
planted the standard of rebellion, and round it his sympathizers rallied.

Speaking of Satan, our Lord says that “he abode not in the truth.” [John 8:44.] He was once the
covering cherub, glorious in beauty and holiness. He was next to Christ in exaltation and
character. It was with Satan that self-exaltation had its origin. He became jealous of Christ, and
falsely accused Him, and then laid blame upon the Father. He was envious of the position that
was held by Christ and the Father, and he turned from his allegiance to the high Commander of
heaven, and lost his high and holy estate. Though the angels had a knowledge of God and of Jesus
Christ, though they were happy in the glorious service which they did for the King of heaven, yet
through the deceptive power of the evil one, through his crooked representations of Christ and the
Father, he deceived a great company of angels, drew them into sympathy with himself, and
associated them with himself in rebellion. Satan and his sympathizers became the avowed
antagonists of God, established their own infernal empire, and set up a standard of rebellion
against the God of heaven. All the principalities and powers of evil rallied to the work of overthrowing
the government of God.

Satan had been Lucifer, the light-bearer, the sharer of God's glory in heaven, and second to Jesus in
power and majesty. In the words of inspiration he is described as the one who “sealest up the sum,
full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.” But Lucifer had perverted the beauty and power with which
he was endowed by the Creator, and his light had become darkness. When through his rebellion he
was cast out of heaven, he determined to make man his victim, and the earth his kingdom. He cast
the blame of his rebellion upon Christ, and in determined hatred of God, sought to wound Him
through the fall of man.

The Great Creator Assembled the Heavenly Host

The King of the universe summoned the heavenly hosts before Him, that in their presence He might
set forth the true position of His Son and show the relation He sustained to all created beings.
The Son of God shared the Father's throne, and the glory of the eternal, self-existent One
encircled both. About the throne gathered the holy angels, a vast, unnumbered throng—“ten
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands” (Revelation 5:11.), the most exalted
angels, as ministers and subjects, rejoicing in the light that fell upon them from the presence of the
Deity. Before the assembled inhabitants of heaven the King declared that none but Christ, the Only
Begotten of God, could fully enter into His purposes, and to Him it was committed to execute the
mighty counsels of His will. The Son of God had wrought the Father's will in the creation of all the
hosts of heaven; and to Him, as well as to God, their homage and allegiance were due. Christ was
still to exercise divine power, in the creation of the earth and its inhabitants. But in all this He would
not seek power or exaltation for Himself contrary to God's plan, but would exalt the Father's
glory and execute His purposes of beneficence and love.

The great Creator assembled the heavenly host, that he might in the presence of all the angels
confer special honor upon his Son. The Son was seated on the throne with the Father, and the
heavenly throng of holy angels was gathered around them. The Father then made known that it was
ordained by himself that Christ should be equal with himself; so that wherever was the presence
of his Son, it was as his own presence. His word was to be obeyed as readily as the word of the
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Father. His Son he had invested with authority to command the heavenly host. Especially was he
to work in union with himself in the anticipated creation of the earth and every living thing that
should exist upon it. His Son would carry out his will and his purposes, but would do nothing of
himself alone. The Father's will would be fulfilled in him.

Satan was jealous and envious of Jesus Christ. Yet when all the angels bowed to Jesus to
acknowledge his supremacy and high authority and rightful rule, Satan bowed with them; but his
heart was filled with envy and hatred. Christ had been taken into counsel with the Father in regard
to his plans, while Satan was unacquainted with them. He did not understand, neither was he
permitted to know, the purposes of God. But Christ was acknowledged sovereign of heaven, his
power and authority to be the same as that of God himself. Satan thought that he was himself a
favorite in heaven among the angels. He had been highly exalted; but this did not call forth from him
gratitude and praise to his Creator. He aspired to the height of God himself. He gloried in his loftiness.
He knew that he was honored by the angels. He had a special mission to execute. He had been near
the great Creator, and the ceaseless beams of glorious light enshrouding the eternal God, had
shone especially upon him. Satan thought how angels had obeyed his command with pleasurable
alacrity. Were not his garments light and beautiful? Why should Christ thus be honored before
himself?

The angels joyfully acknowledged the supremacy of Christ, and prostrating themselves before Him,
poured out their love and adoration. Lucifer bowed with them, but in his heart there was a strange,
fierce conflict. Truth, justice, and loyalty were struggling against envy and jealousy. The influence
of the holy angels seemed for a time to carry him with them. As songs of praise ascended in
melodious strains, swelled by thousands of glad voices, the spirit of evil seemed vanquished;
unutterable love thrilled his entire being; his soul went out, in harmony with the sinless
worshippers, in love to the Father and the Son. But again he was filled with pride in his own glory.
His desire for supremacy returned, and envy of Christ was once more indulged.

Satan’s Rebellion Against the Order of Heaven

It was pride and ambition that prompted Lucifer to complain of the government of God, and to seek
the overthrow of the order which had been established in heaven. Since his fall it has been his
object to infuse the same spirit of envy and discontent, the same ambition for position and honor,
into the minds of men.

God Himself had established the order of heaven; and in departing from it, Lucifer would dishonor
his Maker and bring ruin upon himself. But the warning, given in infinite love and mercy, only aroused
a spirit of resistance. Lucifer allowed his jealousy of Christ to prevail, and became the more
determined.

It was in seeking to exalt himself above the Son of God that Satan had sinned in heaven.

Although they had heretofore been in perfect harmony with the order which God had established,
they were now discontented and unhappy because they could not penetrate His unsearchable
counsels; they were dissatisfied with His purpose in exalting Christ.
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Itis stated, Thou wast exalted because of thy beauty, et cetera. But he wanted to have the place of
Christ, and Christ was one with the Infinite God; and because this was not accorded him, he
became jealous, and he was the originator of sin.

The very first effort of Satan to overthrow God's law—undertaken among the sinless inhabitants
of heaven—seemed for a time to be crowned with success. A vast humber of the angels were
seduced.

God desired that a change take place and that the work of Satan be brought out in its genuine
aspect. But the exalted angel, standing next to Christ, was opposed to the Son of God. The
underworking was so subtle that it could not be made to appear before the heavenly host as the thing
that it really was; and so there was war in heaven, and Satan was expelled with all who would not
stand on the side of loyalty to God’s government. The Lord God stood forth as Supreme Ruler.

Satan wished to change the government of God, to fix his own seal to the rules of God’s kingdom.
Christ would not be brought into this desire, and here the warfare against Christ commenced
and waxed strong. Working in secrecy but known to God, Lucifer became a deceiving character. He
told falsehood for truth.

Satan ... determined to make himself a center of influence. If he could not be the highest authority
in heaven, he would be the highest authority in rebellion against the government of heaven. Head
he would be, to control, not to be controlled.

All who are determined to hold fast to every feature of our faith should stand against the wiles of the
devil. We are all to understand that there is a fallen angel who was once next to Christ in honor
among the heavenly host. His work of deception was done in so great secrecy that the angels in less-
exalted positions supposed that he was the Ruler of heaven. Satan made the representation that
all wrong insinuations existing in heaven originated among the angels, while he himself had made
suggestions which would never have been entertained by the angels, had he not created them. He
artfully presented these things to God, as having come from the angels, while they all originated
with the evil Satan himself.

We know that there is a fallen angel. He fell because he refused to obey the laws of heaven. He is
called the Prince of Darkness, Beelzebub, that old serpent, the Devil, a deceiver, a liar, the prince
of the powers of the air, and the god of this world. There is such a power, although concealed under
a variety of disguises. Because he was not able to insinuate his deceptions upon Christ, he
determined to undermine Him by false statements and reports. War in heaven was the result, and
Satan was expelled. He became Christ’s most deadly foe. His constant effort was to counteract,
in every possible way, His great work of saving souls.

To dispute the supremacy of the Son of God, thus impeaching the wisdom and love of the Creator,
had become the purpose of this prince of angels. To this object he was about to bend the energies of
that master mind, which, next to Christ's, was first among the hosts of God. But He who would
have the will of all His creatures free, left none unguarded to the bewildering sophistry by which
rebellion would seek to justify itself. Before the great contest should open, all were to have a clear
presentation of His will, whose wisdom and goodness were the spring of all their joy.
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Lucifer’s Advantage: He Could Lie, Pervert, Misrepresent and Deceive

Here, for a time, Satan had the advantage; and he exulted in his arrogated superiority, in this one
respect, to the angels of Heaven, and even to God himself. While Satan can employ fraud and
sophistry to accomplish his objects, God cannot lie; while Lucifer, like the serpent, can choose a
tortuous course, turning, twisting, gliding, to conceal himself, God moves only in a direct,
straight-forward line. Satan had disguised himself in a cloak of falsehood, and for a time it was
impossible to tear off the covering, so that the hideous deformity of his character could be seen.
He must be left to reveal himself in his cruel, artful, wicked works.

All the powers of his master mind were now bent to the work of deception, to secure the sympathy
of the angels that had been under his command. Even the fact that Christ had warned and
counseled him was perverted to serve his traitorous designs. To those whose loving trust bound
them most closely to him, Satan had represented that he was wrongly judged, that his position was
not respected, and that his liberty was to be abridged. From misrepresentation of the words of
Christ he passed to prevarication and direct falsehood, accusing the Son of God of a design to
humiliate him before the inhabitants of heaven.

Lucifer had at first so conducted his temptations that he himself stood uncommitted.

He sought also to make a false issue between himself and the loyal angels. All whom he could not
subvert and bring fully to his side he accused of indifference to the interests of heavenly beings.
The very work which he himself was doing he charged upon those who remained true to God. And
to sustain his charge of God's injustice toward him, he resorted to misrepresentation of the words
and acts of the Creator. It was his policy to perplex the angels with subtle arguments concerning
the purposes of God. Everything that was simple he shrouded in mystery, and by artful perversion
cast doubt upon the plainest statements of Jehovah. His high position, in such close connection
with the divine administration, gave greater force to his representations, and many were induced to
unite with him in rebellion against Heaven's authority.

Satan was artful in presenting his side of the question. As soon as he found that one position was
seen in its true character, he changed it for another. Not so with God. He could work with only one
class of weapons,—truth and righteousness. Satan could use what God could not,—crookedness
and deceit. These are the very weapons that he uses in our day to make the truth of none effect.
When the truth is presented to the people, it seems to many to be consistent and right; and if the
enemy and his followers did not come in and oppose it by every means in their power, where there
are now ten who take hold of it, there would be thousands.

The only way in which God could deal with Satan was to take a straightforward course; and this is
the course that his children must pursue in the great controversy which is still being carried on
in the world between truth and error, light and darkness. Those who hold the truth in
righteousness will be fair; they can afford to be fair. But those who oppose the truth lack Bible
evidence to sustain their position. Therefore they are not fair, but are constantly warring against
the things that are for their good.

It was on account of Satan’s deceiving power that many angels became disloyal to God. God was
true and right; Satan was wrong, and he was convinced that he was wrong. He must now choose,

either by submission to place himself on the Lord’s side, or by lying to sustain himself. By sophistry
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and fraud he appeared to gain an advantage, but it was only for a short time. God cannot lie; He
moves in a direct line. Lucifer could speak the truth when it served his purpose best, but he could
move in a crooked course to avoid humiliation and defeat.

Satan was the first great rebel in heaven. On account of his power to deceive, he carried many of
the holy angels on his side. God was truth and justice. God moved in a straightforward course to
vindicate His law. Satan must yield or evade God’s arguments. He came where the two roads
branched. It was submission or openrebellion. He took the latter position. He had misconstrued,
perverted, wrested the words of God until he carried with him a large number of the angels; a large
number, true, but for his deception. He practiced the work of accusing, of fraud, of deception until
he himself was his own dupe. He believed his own lies; his darkness was to him light, and light
was darkness. To Satan this was his ruin. He really had the advantage. Lucifer could lie, deceive,
accuse. God cannot lie. God moved in a straightforward course. Lucifer moved in a crooked,
wriggly, twisting course, serpent-like. Lucifer could be warned at the beginning of this course of
sin as only God can warn, but his stubborn resistance and unbelief construed every merciful
interposition of God into a pressure and restriction of his rights. He fancied himself for a time,
because he gained some of the angels to his side as superior to God. The Lord allowed Satan to go
on until he should reveal himself in his true character. Christ alone, by giving Himself a sacrifice,
could destroy the works of Satan.

God could employ only such means as were consistent with truth and righteousness. Satan could
use what God could not—flattery and deceit. He had sought to falsify the word of God and had
misrepresented His plan of government, claiming that God was not just in imposing laws upon the
angels; that in requiring submission and obedience from His creatures, He was seeking merely the
exaltation of Himself. It was therefore necessary to demonstrate before the inhabitants of heaven,
and of all the worlds, that God's government is just, His law perfect. Satan had made it appear that
he himself was seeking to promote the good of the universe. The true character of the usurper and
his real object must be understood by all. He must have time to manifest himself by his wicked
works.

Lucifer Leaves His Place to Diffuse the Spirit of Discontent

Leaving his place in the immediate presence of the Father, Lucifer went forth to diffuse the spirit
of discontent among the angels. He worked with mysterious secrecy, and for a time concealed his
real purpose under an appearance of reverence for God.

He left the immediate presence of the Father, dissatisfied and filled with envy against Jesus
Christ. Concealing his real purposes, he assembled the angelic host. He introduced his subject,
which was himself. As one aggrieved, he related the preference God had given Jesus to the
neglect of himself. He told them that henceforth all the sweet liberty the angels had enjoyed was at
an end. For had not a ruler been appointed over them, to whom they from henceforth must yield
servile honor? He stated to them that he had called them together to assure them that he no longer
would submit to this invasion of his rights and theirs; that never would he again bow down to
Christ; that he would take the honor upon himself which should have been conferred upon him,
and would be the commander of all who would submit to follow him and obey his voice.
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He began to insinuate doubts concerning the laws that governed heavenly beings, intimating that
though laws might be necessary for the inhabitants of the worlds, angels, being more exalted,
needed no such restraint, for their own wisdom was a sufficient guide. They were not beings that
could bring dishonor to God; all their thoughts were holy; it was no more possible for them than for
God Himself to err. The exaltation of the Son of God as equal with the Father was represented as
aninjustice to Lucifer, who, itwas claimed, was also entitled to reverence and honor. If this prince
of angels could but attain to his true, exalted position, great good would accrue to the entire host of
heaven; for it was his object to secure freedom for all.

But now even the liberty which they had hitherto enjoyed was at an end; for an absolute Ruler had
been appointed them, and to His authority all must pay homage. Such were the subtle deceptions
that through the wiles of Lucifer were fast obtaining in the heavenly courts.

There Had Been No Change in Christ’s Position

There had been no change in the position or authority of Christ. Lucifer's envy and
misrepresentation and his claims to equality with Christ had made necessary a statement of the
true position of the Son of God; but this had been the same from the beginning. Many of the angels
were, however, blinded by Lucifer's deceptions.

He endeavored to excite dissatisfaction concerning the laws that governed heavenly beings,
intimating that they imposed an unnecessary restraint. Since their natures were holy, he urged that
the angels should obey the dictates of their own will. He sought to create sympathy for himself by
representing that God had dealt unjustly with him in bestowing supreme honor upon Christ. He
claimed that in aspiring to greater power and honor he was not aiming at self-exaltation, but was
seeking to secure liberty for all the inhabitants of heaven, that by this means they might attain to a
higher state of existence.

Satan had excited sympathy in his favor by representing that God had dealt unjustly with him in
bestowing supreme honor upon Christ. Before he was sentenced to banishment from Heaven, his
course was with convincing clearness shown to be wrong, and he was granted an opportunity to
confess his sin, and submit to God's authority as just and righteous. But he chose to carry his
points at all hazards. To sustain his charge of God's injustice toward him, he resorted to
misrepresentation, even of the words and acts of the Creator.

Taking advantage of the loving, loyal trust reposed in him by the holy beings under his command, he
had so artfully instilled into their minds his own distrust and discontent that his agency was not
discerned. Lucifer had presented the purposes of God in a false light—misconstruing and
distorting them to excite dissent and dissatisfaction. He cunningly drew his hearers on to give
utterance to their feelings; then these expressions were repeated by him when it would serve his
purpose, as evidence that the angels were not fully in harmony with the government of God. While
claiming for himself perfect loyalty to God, he urged that changes in the order and laws of heaven
were hecessary for the stability of the divine government. Thus while working to excite opposition
to the law of God and to instill his own discontent into the minds of the angels under him, he was
ostensibly seeking to remove dissatisfaction and to reconcile disaffected angels to the order of
heaven. While secretly fomenting discord and rebellion, he with consummate craft caused it to
appear as his sole purpose to promote loyalty and to preserve harmony and peace.
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Lucifer Led Deceived Angels to Engage in Warfare Against Christ

The spirit of dissatisfaction thus kindled was doing its baleful work. While there was no open
outbreak, division of feeling imperceptibly grew up among the angels. There were some who looked
with favor upon Lucifer's insinuations against the government of God. Although they had
heretofore been in perfect harmony with the order which God had established, they were now
discontented and unhappy because they could not penetrate His unsearchable counsels; they
were dissatisfied with His purpose in exalting Christ. These stood ready to second Lucifer's
demand for equal authority with the Son of God. But angels who were loyal and true maintained
the wisdom and justice of the divine decree and endeavored to reconcile this disaffected being to
the will of God. Christ was the Son of God; He had been one with Him before the angels were called
into existence. He had ever stood at the right hand of the Father; His supremacy, so full of
blessing to all who came under its benignant control, had not heretofore been questioned. The
harmony of heaven had never been interrupted; wherefore should there now be discord? The loyal
angels could see only terrible consequences from this dissension, and with earnest entreaty they
counseled the disaffected ones to renounce their purpose and prove themselves loyal to God by
fidelity to His government.

Lucifer was the most beautiful angel in the heavenly courts next to Jesus Christ, but Christ was
one with God, assimilated to the image of God to do the will of God. Satan, knowing that Christ
had the first place next to God, began to insinuate to the angels that he should be next to God.
His great beauty and exalted position made him feel that he was not receiving due honor in being
second to Christ. Therefore he would suggest this to the angels, and this suggestion [began] to be
communicated to the heavenly angels, and finally [it was] brought before God that Lucifer was the
one who should be next to God. Thus the seed was sown and the result was that angels
sympathized with Lucifer; next, there was war in heaven. Lucifer’s beautiful appearance was
constantly exalted and the Lord God of heaven [saw] that Lucifer and his party were very strong
against Christ.

Satan is the leader of every species of rebellion today, as he was the originator of rebellion in the
courts of heaven. Standing next to Christ in power and glory, yet he coveted the honor that
belonged to the Son. He desired to be equal with God. To carry out his purpose, he concealed his
true designs from the angels, and worked deceptively to secure their allegiance and honor to himself.
By sly insinuations, by which he made it appear that Christ had assumed the place that belonged
to him, Lucifer sowed the seeds of doubt in the minds of many of the angels; and when he had won
their support, he carried the matter to God, declaring that it was the sentiment of many of the
heavenly beings that he should have the preference to Christ.

Thus the seeds of alienation were planted, afterwards to be drawn out and presented before the
heavenly courts as proceeding, not from Satan, but as originating with the angels. So he would
show that they thought as he did. Satan whispered his disaffection to the angels. There was at first
no pronounced feeling against God. But the seed had been sown, and the love and confidence of
the angels was marred. The sweet communion between them and God was broken. Every move
was watched, every action was viewed in the light in which Satan had made them see things.
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Lucifer carefully concealed from the angels his real sentiments and purposes; and when he had
succeeded in turning them from their loyalty, and the terrible results of his work were manifest, he
tried to make it appear that he had not been the originator of the evil. He led the ones he had
deceived to engage in warfare against Christ and the loyal angels, urging them on with the hope
that they could overcome Christ and dethrone God. With Lucifer on the throne, as ruler in heaven,
he told them that a better order of things would be brought in.

Lucifer Accused His Followers of Causing Disaffection

That which Satan had instilled in the minds of the angels, a word here and a word there, opened the
way for a long list of suppositions. In his artful way he drew expressions of doubt from them. When
he was interviewed, he accused those whom he had educated. He laid all the disaffection on the
ones whom he had led. As one in holy office, he manifested an overbearing desire for justice,
which was entirely contrary to God’s love and compassion and mercy. It was most difficult to
make the deceiving power of Satan apparent. His power of deceiving increased with practice. If he
could notdefend himself, he must accuse in order to make himself appear just and righteous and
the Lord God arbitrary and exacting.

This work of opposition to the law of God had its beginning in the courts of heaven, with Lucifer, the
covering cherub. Satan determined to be first in the councils of heaven, and equal with God. He
began his work of rebellion with the angels under his command, seeking to diffuse among them the
spirit of discontent. And he worked in so deceptive a way that many of the angels were won to his
allegiance before his purposes were fully known. Even the loyal angels could not fully discern his
character, nor see to what his work was leading. When Satan had succeeded in winning many angels
to his side, he took his cause to God, representing that it was the desire of the angels that he
occupy the position that Christ held.

Satan resolved to make an effort to overthrow the government of God, and set up a kingdom of his
own. He began this work by doing just as men who ought to know better are doing today. He
complained of the supposed defects in the management of heavenly things, and sought to fill the
minds of the angels with his disaffection. Because he was not supreme, he sowed seeds of doubt
and unbelief. Because he was not as God, he strove to instil into the minds of the angels his own
envy and dissatisfaction. Thus the seeds of alienation were planted, afterward to be drawn out and
presented before the heavenly courts as originating, not with Satan, but with the angels. So the
deceiver would show that the angels thought as he did.

In Great Mercy, God Bore Long With Lucifer

In great mercy, according to His divine character, God bore long with Lucifer. The spirit of
discontent and disaffection had never before been known in heaven. It was a new element, strange,
mysterious, unaccountable. Lucifer himself had not at first been acquainted with the real nature of
his feelings; for a time he had feared to express the workings and imaginings of his mind; yet he did
not dismiss them. He did not see whither he was drifting.

But such efforts as infinite love and wisdom only could devise, were made to convince him of his

error. His disaffection was proved to be without cause, and he was made to see what would be
the result of persisting in revolt. Lucifer was convinced that he was in the wrong. He saw that “the
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Lord is righteous in all His ways, and holy in all His works” (Psalm 145:17); that the divine statutes
are just, and that he ought to acknowledge them as such before all heaven. Had he done this, he
might have saved himself and many angels. He had not at that time fully cast off his allegiance to
God. Though he had left his position as covering cherub, yet if he had been willing to return to God,
acknowledging the Creator's wisdom, and satisfied to fill the place appointed him in God's great
plan, he would have been reinstated in his office. The time had come for a final decision; he must
fully yield to the divine sovereignty or place himself in open rebellion. He nearly reached the
decision to return, but pride forbade him. It was too great a sacrifice for one who had been so highly
honored to confess that he had been in error, that his imaginings were false, and to yield to the
authority which he had been working to prove unjust.

He was not immediately degraded from his exalted station when he first indulged the spirit of
discontent, nor even when he began to present his false claims before the loyal angels. Long was he
retained in heaven. Again and again he was offered pardon on condition of repentance and
submission. Such efforts as only infinite love and wisdom could devise were made to convince him
of his error.

He was not immediately dethroned when he first ventured to indulge the spirit of discontent and
insubordination, nor even when he began to present his false claim and lying representations
before the loyal angels. Long was he retained in Heaven. Again and again was he offered pardon
on condition of repentance and submission. Such efforts as God alone could make, were made to
convince him of his error, and restore him to the path of rectitude. God would preserve the order
of the heavens, and had Lucifer been willing to return to his allegiance, humble and obedient, he
would have been re-established in his office as covering cherub. But as he stubbornly justified his
course, and maintained that he had no need of repentance, it became necessary for the Lord of
Heaven to vindicate his justice and the honor of his throne; and Satan and all who sympathized
with him were cast out.

This condition of things had existed a long period of time before Satan was unmasked and the evil
ones expelled. Only think—a war in heaven!

God in His wisdom did not use measures of force to suppress Satan’s rebellion. Such measures
would have aroused sympathy for Satan, strengthening his rebellion rather than changing his
principles. If God had summarily punished him, many would have looked upon him as one who had
dealt with unjustly, and he would have carried a much larger number with him in his apostasy.

Satan was greatly loved by the heavenly beings, and his influence over them was strong. Some
course must be pursued to uproot him from their affections. God's government included not only
the inhabitants of heaven but of all the created worlds; and Satan thought that if he could carry
the intelligences of heaven with him in rebellion, he could also carry with him the other worlds.

God in his wisdom did not immediately thrust Satan out of heaven. This act would not have
changed his principles, and would only have strengthened his rebellion, for it would have created
sympathy for him as one unjustly dealt with; and he would have carried a much larger number with
him. He must be displaced, and have time to more fully develop his principles.
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God’s Mercy Was Misinterpreted

A compassionate Creator, in yearning pity for Lucifer and his followers, was seeking to draw them
back from the abyss of ruin into which they were about to plunge. But His mercy was
misinterpreted. Lucifer pointed to the long-suffering of God as an evidence of his own
superiority, an indication that the King of the universe would yet accede to his terms. If the angels
would stand firmly with him, he declared, they could yet gain all that they desired. He persistently
defended his own course, and fully committed himself to the great controversy against his
Maker. Thus it was that Lucifer, “the light bearer,” the sharer of God's glory, the attendant of His
throne, by transgression became Satan, “the adversary” of God and holy beings and the destroyer of
those whom Heaven had committed to his guidance and guardianship.

Lucifer and the angels who united with him were warned of the terrible consequences of deception,
but this was set aside by unbelief in the message. Satan triumphed in a supposed superiority; he
had concealed his real character and purpose by deception. Satan could not be presented to the
universe at once in his real character. His crooked course must be allowed to continue until he
should reveal himself as an accuser, a deceiver, a liar, and a murderer.

There was contention among the angels. Lucifer and his sympathizers were striving to reform the
government of God. They were discontented and unhappy because they could not look into His
unsearchable wisdom and ascertain His purposes in exalting His Son, and endowing Him with
such unlimited power and command. They rebelled against the authority of the Son.

Loyal Angels Hastened Speedily to the Son of God

The loyal angels hastened speedily to the Son of God and acquainted Him with what was taking
place among the angels. They found the Father in conference with His beloved Son, to determine
the means by which, for the best good of the loyal angels, the assumed authority of Satan could be
forever put down. The great God could at once have hurled this archdeceiver from heaven; but this
was not His purpose. He would give the rebellious an equal chance to measure strength and
might with His own Son and His loyal angels.

In this battle every angel would choose his own side, and his character and purposes would be
manifested to all. It would not have been safe to suffer any who united with Satan in his rebellion
to continue to occupy heaven. They had learned the lesson of genuine rebellion against the
unchangeable law of God; and this is incurable. If God had exercised his power to punish this chief
rebel, disaffected angels would not have been manifested; hence he took another course; for he
would manifest distinctly to all the heavenly host, his justice and his judgment.

True, faithful angels, listening, hear the awful threats of Satan, and immediately report to their
great commander. Christ tells them that he and the Father are acquainted with the purposes of
Satan, and that they are forbearing only to see how many will unite with him to rebel against the
government of God. He tells them that every purpose of Satan is understood.
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Heavenly Host Summoned - Each Case Determined

All the heavenly host were summoned to appear before the Father, to have each case determined.
Satan unblushingly made known his dissatisfaction that Christ should be preferred before him,
(to be in such close conference with God, and he be uninformed as to the result of their frequent
consultations*). He stood up proudly and urged that he should be equal with God and should be
taken into conference with the Father and understand His purposes. God informed Satan that to
His Son alone He would reveal His secret purposes, and He required all the family in heaven, even
Satan, to yield Him implicit, unquestioned obedience; but that he (Satan) had proved himself
unworthy of a place in heaven. Then Satan exultingly pointed to his sympathizers, comprising
nearly one half of all the angels, and exclaimed, “These are with me! Willyou expel these also, and
make such a void in heaven?” He then declared that he was prepared to resist the authority of
Christ and to defend his place in heaven by force of might, strength against strength.

Satan boldly speaks out his rebellion, and points to a large company who think God is unjust in
not exalting him to be equal with God, and in not giving him command above Christ. He declares he
cannot submit to be under Christ’s command, that God’s commands alone will he obey. Good
angels weep to hear the words of Satan, and to see how he despises to follow the direction of
Christ, their exalted and loving commander.

Until this time all heaven had been in order, harmony, and perfect subjection to the government of
God. It was the highest sin to rebel against His order and will.

Some of the angels sympathized with Satan in his rebellion, and others strongly contended for the
honor and wisdom of God in giving authority to His Son. There was contention among the angels.
Satan and his sympathizers, his affected ones, were striving to reform the government of God.
They wished to look into His unsearchable wisdom, and ascertain His purpose in exalting Jesus
and endowing Him with such unlimited power and command. They rebelled against the
authority of the Son. All the heavenly host were summoned to appear before the Father to have each
case decided. It was there determined that Satan should be expelled from heaven, with all the angels
who had joined himin the rebellion. Then there was war in heaven. Angels were engaged in the battle;
Satan wished to conquer the Son of God and those who were submissive to His will. But the good
and true angels prevailed, and Satan, with his followers, was driven from heaven.

Loyal Angels Sought to Reconcile Lucifer with His Creator

Angels that were loyal and true sought to reconcile this mighty, rebellious angel to the will of his
Creator. They justified the act of God in conferring honor upon Christ, and with forcible reasoning
sought to convince Lucifer that no less honor was his now than before the Father had proclaimed
the honor which He had conferred upon His Son. They clearly set forth that Christ was the Son
of God, existing with Him before the angels were created; and that He had ever stood at the right
hand of God, and His mild, loving authority had not heretofore been questioned; and that He had
given no commands but what it was joy for the heavenly host to execute. They urged that Christ's
receiving special honor from the Father, in the presence of the angels, did not detract from the
honor that Lucifer had heretofore received. The angels wept. They anxiously sought to move him to
renounce his wicked design and yield submission to their Creator; for all had heretofore been peace
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and harmony, and what could occasion this dissenting, rebellious voice?

The service and exaltation of self, contrary to the Creator’s plan, awakened forebodings of evil in
minds to whom God’s glory was supreme. The heavenly councils pleaded with Lucifer.

The heavenly councils admonished Lucifer to change his course. The Son of God warned and
entreated him not to venture thus to dishonor his Maker, and bring ruin upon himself. But instead
of yielding, Satan represented to those who loved him, that he had been wrongly judged, that his
dignity was not respected, and that his liberty was to be abridged.

The Son of God presented before him the greatness, the goodness, and the justice of the Creator,
and the sacred, unchanging nature of His law.

Christ had worked in the heavenly courts to convince Satan of his terrible error, till at last the
evil one and his sympathizers were found in open rebellion against God Himself. Then he claimed
aright to take a position above Christ as covering cherub. Expelled from heaven, he came to this
earth, determined to work against Christ. He is in no danger of losing the angels that he deceived.
He has them under his banner, enlisted to fight against the Son of God.

That Christ should regard him as needing to be corrected, and should presume to take the position
of a superior, aroused in him a spirit of resistance, and he charged the Son of God with a design
to humble him before the angels. By misrepresentation of the words of Christ, by prevarication
and direct falsehood, Satan secured the sympathy of the angels under his control, and they
united with him in revolt against Heaven's authority.

The Entreaties of the Loyal Angels Rejected with Disdain

Rejecting with disdain the arguments and entreaties of the loyal angels, he denounced them as
deluded slaves. The preference shown to Christ he declared an act of injustice both to himself and
to all the heavenly host, and announced that he would no longer submit to this invasion of his
rights and theirs. He would never again acknowledge the supremacy of Christ. He had determined
to claim the honor which should have been given him, and take command of all who would become
his followers; and he promised those who would enter his ranks a new and better government, under
which all would enjoy freedom. Great numbers of the angels signified their purpose to accept him
as their leader. Flattered by the favor with which his advances were received, he hoped to win all
the angels to his side, to become equal with God Himself, and to be obeyed by the entire host of
heaven.

Still the loyal angels urged him and his sympathizers to submit to God; and they set before them
the inevitable result should they refuse: He who had created them could overthrow their power and
signally punish their rebellious daring. No angel could successfully oppose the law of God, which
was as sacred as Himself. They warned all to close their ears against Lucifer's deceptive
reasoning, and urged him and his followers to seek the presence of God without delay and
confess the error of questioning His wisdom and authority.

Satan refused to listen. And then he turned from the loyal and true angels, denouncing them as
slaves. These angels, true to God, stood in amazement as they saw that Satan was successfulin his
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effort to excite rebellion. He promised them a new and better government than they then had, in
which all would be freedom. Great numbers signified their purpose to accept Satan as their leader
and chief commander. As he saw his advances were met with success, he flattered himself that he
should yet have all the angels on his side, and that he would be equal with God himself, and his voice
of authority would be heard in commanding the entire host of Heaven.

Again the loyal angels warned Satan, and assured him what must be the consequences if he
persisted; that he who could create the angels, could by his power overturn all their authority, and
in some signal manner punish their audacity and terrible rebellion. To think that an angel should
resist the law of God which was as sacred as himself; they warned the rebellious to close their ears
to Satan's deceptive reasonings, and advised Satan, and all who had been affected by him, to go to
God and confess their wrong for even admitting a thought of questioning his authority.

Many of Lucifer’s Sympathizers Were Inclined to Repent

Many were disposed to heed this counsel, to repent of their disaffection, and seek to be again
received into favor with the Father and His Son. But Lucifer had another deception ready. The
mighty revolter now declared that the angels who had united with him had gone too far to return; that
he was acquainted with the divine law, and knew that God would not forgive. He declared that all
who should submit to the authority of Heaven would be stripped of their honor, degraded from their
position. For himself, he was determined never again to acknowledge the authority of Christ. The
only course remaining for him and his followers, he said, was to assert their liberty, and gain by force
the rights which had not been willingly accorded them.

Many of Lucifer's sympathizers were inclined to heed the counsel of the loyal angels and repent of
their dissatisfaction and be again received to the confidence of the Father and His dear Son. The
mighty revolter then declared that he was acquainted with God's law, and if he should submit to
servile obedience, his honor would be taken from him. No more would he be intrusted with his
exalted mission. He told them that himself and they also had now gone too far to go back, and he
would brave the consequences, for to bow in servile worship to the Son of God he never would; that
God would not forgive, and now they must assert their liberty and gain by force the position and
authority which was not willingly accorded to them.

So far as Satan himself was concerned, it was true that he had now gone too far to return. But not
so with those who had been blinded by his deceptions. To them the counsel and entreaties of the
loyal angels opened a door of hope; and had they heeded the warning, they might have broken away
from the snare of Satan. But pride, love for their leader, and the desire for unrestricted freedom were
permitted to bear sway, and the pleadings of divine love and mercy were finally rejected.

Thus it was that Lucifer, “the light bearer,” the sharer of God's glory, the attendant of His throne, by

transgression became Satan, “the adversary” of God and holy beings and the destroyer of those
whom Heaven had committed to his guidance and guardianship.

Christ, as Commander of Heaven, Was Appointed to Put Down Rebellion

Christ, as Commander of heaven, was appointed to put down the rebellion.
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Two great powers are now on the field of battle. Satan, who at one time stood next to Christ in the
courts of heaven, has become the adversary of man. Before the fall of Lucifer, he aspired for the
supremacy that had been given to Christ, who was one with the Father in the government of
heaven. There was war in heaven, and Satan and all the rebellious angels he had deceived were
overcome. Those who had opposed the will of God in appointing Christ as the chief ruler were
cast out of the heavenly courts, and since that time they have been warring against the Most High.

This led to a battle in heaven, and Satan, next to Christ the most exalted being, in the heavenly
court, was overcome, and with his sympathizers cast out of heaven. Thus it was shown that Satan
was not right, and that God has not abolished His law, as the prince of darkness claimed that He
should.

Good angels wept to hear the words of Satan, and his exulting boasts. God declared that the
rebellious should remain in heaven no longer. Their high and happy state had been held upon
condition of obedience to the law which God had given to govern the high order of intelligences. But
no provision had been made to save those who should venture to transgress his law. Satan grew
bold in his rebellion, and expressed his contempt of the Creator's law. This Satan could not bear. He
claimed that angels needed no law; but should be left free to follow their own will, which would ever
guide them right; that law was a restriction of their liberty, and that to abolish law was one great
object of his standing as he did. The condition of the angels he thought needed improvement. Not so
the mind of God, who had made laws and exalted them equal to himself. The happiness of the
angelic host consisted in their perfect obedience to law. Each had his special work assigned him;
and until Satan rebelled, there had been perfect order and harmony among the angels in heaven.

The happiness of the angelic host consisted in their perfect obedience to law. Each had his special
work assigned him; and until Satan rebelled, there had been perfect order and harmonious action in
Heaven. Then there was war in Heaven. The Son of God, the Prince of Heaven, and his loyal angels,
engaged in conflict with the arch rebel and those who united with him. The Son of God and true, loyal
angels prevailed; and Satan and his sympathizers were expelled from Heaven. All the heavenly host
acknowledged and adored the God of justice. Not a taint of rebellion was left in Heaven. All was
again peaceful and harmonious as before.

Evil Must Be Permitted to Come to Maturity

For what was the great controversy permitted to continue throughout the ages? Why was it that
Satan's existence was not cut short at the outset of his rebellion? It was that the universe might be
convinced of God's justice in His dealing with evil; that sin might receive eternal condemnation.

God in His wisdom permitted Satan to carry forward his work, until the spirit of disaffection
ripened into active revolt. It was necessary for his plans to be fully developed, that their true
nature and tendency might be seen by all. Lucifer, as the anointed cherub, had been highly exalted;
he was greatly loved by the heavenly beings, and his influence over them was strong. God's
government included not only the inhabitants of heaven, but of all the worlds that He had created;
and Satan thought that if he could carry the angels of heaven with him in rebellion, he could carry
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also the other worlds. He had artfully presented his side of the question, employing sophistry and
fraud to secure his objects. His power to deceive was very great, and by disguising himself in a
cloak of falsehood he had gained an advantage. Even the loyal angels could not fully discern his
character or see to what his work was leading.

In the councils of heaven it was decided that principles must be acted upon that would not at
once destroy Satan's power; for it was God's purpose to place things upon an eternal basis of
security. Time must be given for Satan to develop the principles which were the foundation of his
government. The heavenly universe must see worked out the principles which Satan declared to be
superior to God's principles. God's order must be contrasted with Satan's order. The corrupting
principles of Satan's rule must be revealed. The principles of righteousness expressed in God's
law must be demonstrated as unchangeable, perfect, eternal.

In heaven Satan was next to the Son of God. But he yielded to the desire for self-exaltation, and
was expelled from the heavenly courts. He came to this earth, to exercise over man his debasing
power. This power increased with the ages, but its evil was not recognized, and God could not
arbitrarily condemn its author. Satan's work was a deadly peril to the universe, but for the security
of the world and of the government of heaven, he must be allowed to develop his principles in
their true light.

Even when it was decided that he could no longer remain in heaven, Infinite Wisdom did not
destroy Satan. Since the service of love can alone be acceptable to God, the allegiance of His
creatures must rest upon a conviction of His justice and benevolence. The inhabitants of heaven
and of other worlds, being unprepared to comprehend the nature or consequences of sin, could not
then have seen the justice and mercy of God in the destruction of Satan. Had he been
immediately blotted from existence, they would have served God from fear rather than from love.
The influence of the deceiver would not have been fully destroyed, nor would the spirit of rebellion
have been utterly eradicated. Evilmust be permitted to come to maturity. For the good of the entire
universe through ceaseless ages Satan must more fully develop his principles, that his charges
against the divine government might be seen in their true light by all created beings, that the justice
and mercy of God and the immutability of His law might forever be placed beyond all question.

His [Satan’s] crooked course must be allowed to continue until he should reveal himself as an
accuser, a deceiver, a liar, and a murderer. In the latter act, Satan uprooted himself from the
affection of the loyal universe. In the death of the Son of God the deceiver was unmasked.

Even the loyal angels did not fully discern his [Satan's] character. This was why God did not at once
destroy Satan. Had He done so, the holy angels would not have perceived the justice and love of
God. A doubt of God's goodness would have been as evil seed that would yield the bitter fruit of sin
and woe. Therefore the author of evil was spared, fully to develop his character

It was necessary to give Satan time to develop his principles. He has had every opportunity to
present his side of the question. He has been artful. As often as his position has been seen in
its true light, he has changed to some other position. By making false charges, and by misstating
the purposes and declared will of God, he has secured sympathizers.
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War in Heaven; Satan and His Angels Were Cast Out

The evil continued to work until the spirit of disaffection ripened into active revolt. Then there was
war in heaven, and Satan, with all who sympathized with him, was cast out. Satan had warred for
the mastery in heaven, and had lost the battle. God could no longer trust him with honor and
supremacy, and these, with the part he had taken in the government of heaven, were taken from
him.

The Father decides the case of Satan, and declares that he must be turned out of Heaven for his
daring rebellion, and that all those who united with him in his rebellion, should be turned out with
him. Then there was war in Heaven. Christ and his angels fought against Satan and his angels, for
they were determined to remain in Heaven with all their rebellion. But they prevailed not. Christ
and loyal angels triumphed, and drove Satan and his rebel sympathizers from Heaven.

The chief tempter is he who rebelled in the heavenly courts. It was a long, severe chapter of
deception and satanic wiles. He had been carrying on his work day by day until his wiles could be
tolerated no more because he was misinterpreting God, Christ, and the true and loyal angels by
his satanic inventions. “And there was war in heaven” and Christ and his loyal angels fought until
every soul that was liable to act on Satan's side was expelled for the safety of the loyal angels.
[Revelation 12:7, 8.]

Rebellion originated with Satan. Notwithstanding the exalted position which he occupied among the
heavenly host, he became dissatisfied because he was not accorded supreme honor. Hence he
questioned God's purposes and impugned his justice. He bent all his powers to allure the angels
from their allegiance. The fact that he was an archangel, glorious and powerful, enabled him to exert
a mighty influence. His complaints against God's government, at first met with no favor; yet being
urged again and again, they were finally accepted by those who had before been loyal and happy
subjects of the King of Heaven. There was not the shadow of justification or excuse for disaffection;
but envy and jealousy, once cherished, gained a power that paralyzed reason and destroyed
honor and loyalty. As the result, Satan and all his sympathizers were cast out of Heaven. In his
rebellion, Satan showed contempt for the authority of God, and virtually trampled upon every
precept of his law. He is the grand prototype of all transgressors.

Satan in his rebellion took a third part of the angels. They turned from the Father and from His Son,
and united with the instigator of rebellion.

The loyal Angels in Heaven mourned the fate of those who had been their companions in happiness
and bliss. Their loss was felt in Heaven.

Satan Used Pretense, Deceit, Blame and Self-Justification

Satan had been so highly honored, and all his acts were so clothed with mystery, that it was difficult
to disclose to the angels the true nature of his work. Until fully developed, sin would not appear
the evil thing it was. Heretofore it had had no place in the universe of God, and holy beings had no
conception of its nature and malignity. They could not discern the terrible consequences that
would result from setting aside the divine law. Satan had, at first, concealed his work under a
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specious profession of loyalty to God. He claimed to be seeking to promote the honor of God, the
stability of His government, and the good of all the inhabitants of heaven. While instilling discontent
into the minds of the angels under him, he had artfully made it appear that he was seeking to
remove dissatisfaction. When he urged that changes be made in the order and laws of God's
government, it was under the pretense that these were necessary in order to preserve harmony in
heaven.

To the very close of the controversy in heaven the great usurper continued to justify himself. When
it was announced that with all his sympathizers he must be expelled from the abodes of bliss, then
the rebel leader boldly avowed his contempt for the Creator's law. He reiterated his claim that
angels needed no control, but should be left to follow their own will, which would ever guide them
right. He denounced the divine statutes as a restriction of their liberty and declared that it was his
purpose to secure the abolition of law; that, freed from this restraint, the hosts of heaven might
enter upon a more exalted, more glorious state of existence.

To the last, he refused to acknowledge his own course to be deserving of censure. When the
consequence of his disaffection became apparent, and it was decreed that with all his sympathizers
he must be forever banished from the abode of bliss, the arch-deceiver threw the blame wholly
upon Christ.

With one accord, Satan and his hosts declared that had they not been reproved, the rebellion would
never have occurred, thus making Christ responsible for their course. Thus stubborn and defiant
in their disloyalty, seeking vainly to overthrow the government of God, yet blasphemously
claiming to be themselves the innocent victims of oppressive power, the arch-rebel and all his
sympathizers were at last banished from Heaven.

The same spirit that prompted rebellion in heaven still inspires rebellion on earth. Satan has
continued with men the same policy which he pursued with the angels. His spirit now reigns in
the children of disobedience. Like him they seek to break down the restraints of the law of God and
promise men liberty through transgression of its precepts. Reproof of sin still arouses the spirit of
hatred and resistance. When God's messages of warning are brought home to the conscience,
Satan leads men to justify themselves and to seek the sympathy of others in their course of sin.
Instead of correcting their errors, they excite indignation against the reprover, as if he were the sole
cause of difficulty. From the days of righteous Abel to our own time such is the spirit which has been
displayed toward those who dare to condemn sin.

By the same misrepresentation of the character of God as he had practiced in heaven, causing
Him to be regarded as severe and tyrannical, Satan induced man to sin. And having succeeded thus
far, he declared that God's unjust restrictions had led to man's fall, as they had led to his own
rebellion.

The discord which his own course had caused in heaven, Satan charged upon the government of
God. All evil he declared to be the result of the divine administration. He claimed that it was his own
object to improve upon the statutes of Jehovah. Therefore God permitted him to demonstrate the
nature of his claims, to show the working out of his proposed changes in the divine law. His own
work must condemn him. Satan had claimed from the first that he was not in rebellion. The whole
universe must see the deceiver unmasked.
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Lucifer Desired God’s Power, But Not His Character

The strife for the highest place was the outworking of that same spirit which was the beginning of the
great controversy in the worlds above, and which had brought Christ from heaven to die. There rose
up before Him a vision of Lucifer, the “son of the morning,” in glory surpassing all the angels that
surround the throne, and united in closest ties to the Son of God. Lucifer had said, “l will be like the
Most High” (Isaiah 14:12, 14); and the desire for self-exaltation had brought strife into the heavenly
courts, and had banished a multitude of the hosts of God. Had Lucifer really desired to be like the
Most High, he would never have deserted his appointed place in heaven; for the spirit of the Most
High is manifested in unselfish ministry. Lucifer desired God’s power, but not His character. He
sought for himself the highest place, and every being who is actuated by his spirit will do the same.
Thus alienation, discord, and strife will be inevitable. Dominion becomes the prize of the strongest.
The kingdom of Satan is a kingdom of force; every individual regards every other as an obstacle in
the way of his own advancement, or a steppingstone on which he himself may climb to a higher
place.

The Eternal One Proclaims His Character

But the Eternal One Himself proclaims His character: “The Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-
suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty.” Exodus 34:6, 7.

In the banishment of Satan from heaven, God declared His justice and maintained the honor of
His throne. But when man had sinned through yielding to the deceptions of this apostate spirit, God
gave an evidence of His love by yielding up His only-begotten Son to die for the fallen race. In the
atonement the character of God is revealed.

The mighty argument of the cross demonstrates to the whole universe that God was in no wise
responsible for the course of sin that Lucifer had chosen; that it was no arbitrary withdrawal of
divine grace, no deficiency in the divine government, which inspired in him the spirit of rebellion.

God is omnipotent, omniscient, immutable. He always pursues a straightforward course. His law
is truth—immutable, eternal truth. His precepts are consistent with His attributes. But Satan
makes them appear in a false light. By perverting them, he seeks to give human beings an
unfavorable impression of the Law-giver. Throughout his rebellion he has sought to represent God
as an unjust, tyrannical being.

While Lucifer counted it a thing to be grasped to be equal with God, Christ, the Exalted One, “made
Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of

men: and being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross” (Philippians 2:7, 8).

The Father and Son Carry out Their Purpose in the Creation of the World

The Father consulted His Son in regard to at once carrying out their purpose to make man to
inhabit the earth. He would place man upon probation to test his loyalty before he could be
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rendered eternally secure. If he endured the test wherewith God saw fit to prove him, he should
eventually be equal with the angels. He was to have the favor of God, and he was to converse with
angels, and they with him. He did not see fit to place them beyond the power of disobedience.

All heaven took a deep and joyful interest in the creation of the world and of man. Human beings
were a new and distinct order. They were made “in the image of God,” and it was the Creator's design
that they should populate the earth. They were to live in close communion with heaven, receiving
power from the Source of all power. Upheld by God, they were to live sinless lives.

Satan determined to defeat God's plan. He began by bringing jealousy into the heavenly courts.
To many of the angels he communicated his disaffection, and there was war in heaven, which ended
in the expulsion of Satan and his sympathizers.

Thrust out of heaven, Satan determined to set up his kingdom on the earth. Through him sin
entered the world, and death by sin. By listening to his misrepresentations, Adam fell, and the flood
gates of woe were opened on the world.

Satan’s Rebellion Is a Lesson for All the Universe

Satan's rebellion was to be a lesson to the universe through all coming ages—a perpetual
testimony to the nature of sin and its terrible results. The working out of Satan's rule, its effects
upon both men and angels, would show what must be the fruit of setting aside the divine authority.
It would testify that with the existence of God's government is bound up the well-being of all the
creatures He has made. Thus the history of this terrible experiment of rebellion was to be a
perpetual safeguard to all holy beings (intelligences*), to prevent them from being deceived as to
the nature of transgression, to save them from committing sin, and suffering its penalty.

He thatruleth in the heavens isthe one who sees the end from the beginning—the one before whom
the mysteries of the past and the future are alike outspread, and who, beyond the woe and
darkness and ruin that sin has wrought, beholds the accomplishment of His own purposes of love
and blessing. Though “clouds and darkness are round about Him: righteousness and judgment are
the foundation of His throne.” Psalm 97:2, R.V. And this the inhabitants of the universe, both loyal
and disloyal, will one day understand. “His work is perfect: for all His ways are judgment: a God of
truth and without iniquity, just and right is He.” Deuteronomy 32:4.

For what was the great controversy permitted to continue throughout the ages? Why was it that
Satan's existence was not cut short at the outset of his rebellion? It was that the universe might be
convinced of God's justice in His dealing with evil; that sin might receive eternal condemnation.
In the plan of redemption there are heights and depths that eternity itself can never exhaust, marvels
into which the angels desire to look. The redeemed only, of all created beings, have in their own
experience known the actual conflict with sin; they have wrought with Christ, and, as even the angels
could not do, have entered into the fellowship of His sufferings; will they have no testimony as to the
science of redemption—nothing that will be of worth to unfallen beings?
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Satan Shuddered, and Feared to Face the Future

The hour for joyful happy songs of praise to God and his dear Son had come. Satan had led the
heavenly choir. He had raised the first note, then all the angelic host united with him, and glorious
strains of music had resounded through Heaven. But now, instead of strains of sweetest music,
discord and angry words fall upon the ear of the great rebel leader.

Satan stood in amazement at his new condition. His happiness was gone. He looked upon the
angels who, with him, were once so happy, but who had been expelled from heaven with him. Before
their fall not a shade of discontent had marred their perfect bliss. Now all seemed changed.
Countenances which had reflected the image of their Maker were gloomy and despairing. Strife,
discord, and bitter recrimination were among them. Previous to their rebellion these things had
been unknown in Heaven. Satan now beheld the terrible results of his rebellion. He shuddered, and
feared to face the future, and to contemplate the end of these things. Where was he? Was it not all
a horrible dream? Was he shut out of Heaven? Were the gates of Heaven never more to open and
admit him? Bright, holy angels bow before the Father, but no more will Satan unite with them in
heavenly song. No more will he bow in reverence and holy awe before the presence of the eternal
God. Could he be again as when he was pure, true, and loyal, gladly would he yield up the claims
of his authority. But he was lost beyond redemption, for his presumptuous rebellion! And this
was not all; he had led others to rebellion and to the same lost condition with himself—angels who
had never thought to question the will of Heaven, or refuse obedience to the law of God till he had
put it into their minds, presenting before them that they might enjoy a greater good, a higher and
more glorious liberty. This had been the sophistry whereby he had deceived them. A responsibility
now rests upon him from which he would fain be released.

These fallen spirits had become turbulent with disappointed hopes. Instead of greater good, they
were experiencing the sad results of disobedience and disregard of law. Never more would these
unhappy beings be swayed by the mild rule of Jesus Christ. Never more would their spirits be stirred
by the deep, earnest love, peace, and joy, which his presence had ever inspired in them, to be
returned to him in cheerful obedience and reverential honor.

Satan trembled as he viewed his work. He was alone, in meditation upon the past, the present, and
the future. His mighty frame shook as with a tempest. An angel from Heaven was passing. Satan
called him, and intreated an interview with Christ. This was granted. He then related to him that
he repented of his rebellion, and wished again to enjoy the favor of God. He was willing to take the
place which had been assigned him, and be under Christ's command. The Son of God wept at
Satan's woe, but told him, as the mind of the Father, that this could never be. Heaven must not
be placed in jeopardy. The peace of Heaven would be marred, should he be received back; for sin
originated with him; the seeds of rebellion were still within him. He had no occasion for his
course, and he had not only hopelessly ruined himself, but the host of angels also, who would still
have been happy in Heaven had he remained steadfast. The law of God could condemn, but could
not pardon.

Satan did not repent of his rebellion because he saw the goodness of God which he had abused.
The wretchedness he realized in losing the sweet light of Heaven, the sense of guilt which forced
itself upon him, and the disappointment he experienced in not finding his expectations realized,
were the cause of his grief. To be commander out of Heaven, was vastly different from being thus

43


https://legacy.egwwritings.org/?ref=en_1SP.28.2&para=141.104
https://legacy.egwwritings.org/?ref=en_1SP.28.2&para=141.104
https://legacy.egwwritings.org/?ref=en_1SP.28.2&para=141.104

honored in Heaven. The loss of all the privileges of Heaven seemed too much to be borne. He
wished to regain these.

Satan Manifested His Malice with Increased Hatred

When Satan became fully conscious that there was no possibility of his being brought again into
favor with God, then his malice and hatred began to be manifest. He consulted with his angels, and
a plan was laid to still work against God's government. When Adam and Eve were placed in the
beautiful garden, Satan was laying plans to destroy them. A consultation was held with his evil
angels. In no way could this happy couple be deprived of their happiness if they obeyed God. Satan
could not exercise his power upon them unless they should first disobey God, and forfeit his favor.
They must devise some plan to lead them to disobedience that they might incur God's frown, and
be brought under the more direct influence of Satan and his angels. It was decided that Satan
should assume another form, and manifest an interest for man. He must insinuate against God's
truthfulness, create doubt whether God did mean as he said, next, excite their curiosity, and
lead them to pry into the unsearchable plans of God, which Satan had been guilty of, and reason
as to the cause of his restrictions in regard to the tree of knowledge.

After Satan was shut out of heaven, with those who fell with him, he realized that he had lost all the
purity and glory of heaven forever. Then he repented and wished to be reinstated again in heaven.
He was willing to take his proper place, or any place that might be assigned him. But no, heaven
must not be placed in jeopardy. All heaven might be marred should he be taken back; for sin
originated with him, and the seeds of rebellion were within him. Satan had obtained followers,
those who sympathized with himin his rebellion. He and his followers repented, wept and implored
to be taken back into the favor of God. But no, their sin, their hate, their envy and jealousy, had
been so great that God could not blot it out. It must remain to receive its final punishment.

The great change in his position had not increased his love for God, nor for his wise and just law.
When Satan became fully convinced that it was impossible for him to be re-instated in the favor
of God, he manifested his malice with increased hatred and fiery vehemence.

God knew that such determined rebellion would not remain inactive. Satan would invent means to
annoy the heavenly angels, and show contempt for his authority. As he could not gain admittance
within the gates of Heaven, he would wait just at the entrance, to taunt the angels and seek
contention with them as they should pass in and out. He would seek to destroy the happiness of
Adam and Eve. He would endeavor to Incite them to rebellion, knowing that this would cause grief
in Heaven.

His followers were seeking him; and he aroused himself, and assuming a look of defiance, informed
them of his plans to wrest from God the noble Adam and his companion Eve. If he could in any
way beguile them to disobedience, God would make some provision whereby they might be
pardoned, and then himself and all the fallen angels would be in a fair way to share with them of
God's mercy. If they should fail to obtain pardon, they could unite with Adam and Eve, whose
transgression would place them also in a state of rebellion; and thus they could take possession of
Eden, and hold it as their home. And if they could gain access to the tree of life in the midst of the
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garden, their strength would, they thought, be equal to that of the holy angels, and even God
himself could not expel them.

Satan held a consultation with his evil angels. They did not all readily unite to engage in this
hazardous and terrible work. He told them that he could not intrust the work to any one of them; for
he thought that he alone had wisdom sufficient to carry forward so important an enterprise. He
wished them to consider the matter while he should leave them and seek retirement, to mature his
plans. He sought to impress upon them that this was their last and only hope. If they failed here,
all prospect of regaining and controlling Heaven, or any other part of God's creation, was
hopeless.

Satan went alone to mature plans that would most surely secure the fall of Adam and Eve. He had
fears that his purposes might be defeated. And again, even if he should be successful in leading
Adam and Eve to disobey the commandment of God, and thus become transgressors of his law, and
no good come to himself, his own case would not be improved; his guilt would only be increased. He
shuddered at the thought of plunging the holy, happy pair into the misery and remorse which he
was himself enduring. He seemed in a state of indecision; at one time firm and determined, then
hesitating and wavering.

His angels were seeking him, their leader, to acquaint him with their decision. They will unite with
him in his plans, and with him bear the responsibility, and share the consequences. Satan cast
off his feelings of despair and weakness, and, as their leader, fortified himself to brave out the
matter, and do all in his power to defy the authority of God and his Son. He acquainted them with
his plans. If he should come boldly upon Adam and Eve and make complaints of God's own Son,
they would not listen to him for a moment, but would be prepared for such an attack. Should he seek
to intimidate them because of his power, so recently an angelin high authority, he could accomplish
nothing. He decided that cunning and deceit would do what might or force could not.

God assembled the angelic host to take measures to avert the threatened evil. It was decided in
Heaven's council for angels to visit Eden and warn Adam that he was in danger from the foe....
They told them also, that the most exalted angel, next in order to Christ, had refused obedience
to the law of God which he had ordained to govern heavenly beings; that this rebellion had caused
war in Heaven, and as the result the rebel leader and every angel who united with him in questioning
the authority of the great Jehovah, had been driven out of Heaven; and that this fallen foe was now
an enemy to all that concerned the interest of God and his dear Son.

Satan’s Guilt Was So Great It Was Unpardonable

The divine Son of God saw that no arm but his own could save fallen man. He determined to help
man. He left the fallen angels to perish in their rebellion, but stretched forth his hand to rescue
perishing man. The angels who were rebellious were dealt with according to the light and experience
they had abundantly enjoyed in Heaven. Satan, the chief of the fallen angels, once had an exalted
positionin Heaven. He was next in honor to Christ. The knowledge which he, as well as the angels
who fell with him, had of the character of God, of his goodness, his mercy, wisdom, and excellent
glory, made their guilt unpardonable.
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The Saviour of the world had no controversy with Satan, who was expelled from heaven because
he was no longer worthy of a place there. He who could influence the angels of God against their
Supreme Ruler, and against his Son, their loved commander, and enlist their sympathy for
himself, was capable of any deception.

Satan acquired the supremacy as a legislator in guilt to compel by decree the transgression of
God’s law, and the professed Christian world come under his banner fully choosing his service and
shall do after the works of the fallen foe. The rebellious chieftain signalized himself as having
authority to establish laws entirely contrary to the laws of Jehovah, the living and only true God,
the supreme Ruler in heaven and in earth.

Satan, who first tempted Eve in Eden, and through her caused the fall of Adam, continues his
temptations, seeking by every power to retain men in disobedience. Every lying device is put into
operation to misrepresent the Father and to dispute the authority of his only-begotten Son. Satan
casts a hellish shadow before the world to hide God and the world's Redeemer from sight, so that
if they were viewed at all, it might be through the mists and fogs of superstition, tradition, and error,
and not in truth.

Satan seeks to keep himself and his work in disguise. He does not wish to be known as the one
who in heaven sought to be equal with God and brought on a war amongst the angels.

Satan Continues Warfare Against Christ on Earth

Lucifer in heaven desired to be first in power and authority; he wanted to be God, to have the
rulership of heaven; and to this end he won many of the angels to his side. When with his rebel host
he was cast out from the courts of God, the work of rebellion and self-seeking was continued on
earth. Through the temptation to self-indulgence and ambition, Satan accomplished the fall of our
first parents; and from that time to the present the gratification of human ambition and the
indulgence of selfish hopes and desires have proved the ruin of mankind.

Satan’s rebellion shut him out from the courts of heaven; and all who engaged with him in warfare
against Christ were cast out with him. The exercise of Satan’s seductive arts against the
government of heaven did not cease with his expulsion from the presence of God. Year by year they
have grown more deceptive, more subtle, more determined. Every additional evidence rejected
increases his power to resist the government of God and of Christ. And every ray of hope resisted
helps to create for him and for his followers a hopeless future.

War came and the result was that Lucifer, with his party, was thrown out of heaven; and thus there
has beenin ourworld arebellious party ever since. Let no man suppose that these angels became
saints. Through satanic agencies, the great exaltation of certain ones became united to have a
change in the divine order.

Satan, with associate rebellious angels, having swerved from his allegiance to the Lord God, the
only Potentate, was driven from Heaven, and the holy angels who became disloyal and untrue help
him as he seeks to conform all things to his image and to infuse his own nature into individuals.
Stimulated with hatred against God’s holy law, he approaches man, seeking to gain his attention
that he may misrepresent and falsify God. His hellish plots would efface from our world the image
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of the Divine, and stamp his own hateful, apostate image on the human soul. He could not
employ force, but [with] the attention and the will given to him, he can act upon minds. When Satan
dissolved relationship with the universe, and the Son of God in particular, he became altogether
selfish, and ceasing to be a universal good, he became a universal evil.

Satan came with this temptation: ‘If Thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made
bread.” He tempted Jesus to condescend to give him proof of His being the Messiah, by
exercising His divine power. Jesus mildly answered him, ‘It is written, That man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word of God.’

Satan was seeking a dispute with Jesus concerning His being the Son of God. He referred to His
weak, suffering condition and boastingly affirmed that he was stronger than Jesus. But the word
spoken from heaven, ‘Thou art My beloved Son; in Thee | am well pleased,” was sufficient to
sustain Jesus through all His sufferings. | saw that Christ had nothing to do in convincing Satan of
His power or of His being the Saviour of the world. Satan had sufficient evidence of the exalted
station and authority of the Son of God. His unwillingness to yield to Christ's authority had shut
him out of heaven.

Itis a masterpiece of Satan's deceptions to keep the minds of men searching and conjecturing in
regard to that which God has not made known and which He does not intend that we shall
understand. It was thus that Lucifer lost his place in heaven. He became dissatisfied because all
the secrets of God's purposes were not confided to him, and he entirely disregarded that which was
revealed concerning his own work in the lofty position assigned him. By arousing the same
discontent in the angels under his command, he caused their fall. Now he seeks to imbue the
minds of men with the same spirit and to lead them also to disregard the direct commands of
God.

The Great Deceiver Unmasked at the Cross

In the contest between Christ and Satan, during the Saviour's earthly ministry, the character of the
great deceiver was unmasked. Nothing could so effectually have uprooted Satan from the
affections of the heavenly angels and the whole loyal universe as did his cruel warfare upon the
world's Redeemer. The daring blasphemy of his demand that Christ should pay him homage, his
presumptuous boldness in bearing Him to the mountain summit and the pinnacle of the temple, the
malicious intent betrayed in urging Him to cast Himself down from the dizzy height, the unsleeping
malice that hunted Him from place to place, inspiring the hearts of priests and people to reject His
love, and at the last to cry, “Crucify Him! crucify Him!”—all this excited the amazement and
indignation of the universe.

The heavenly universe withessed the weapons that were chosen by the Prince of Life—the words
of Scripture It is written—and the weapons used by the prince of the world—falsehood and
deception. They saw the Prince of Life deal in straightforward lines of truth, honesty, and integrity,
while the prince of the world exercised his powers of cunning, artful secrecy, intrigue, enmity, and
revenge. They saw the One who bore the banner of truth sacrifice everything, even His own life,
to maintain truth, while the one who bore the banner of rebellion continued his accusations
against the God of truth. Then the heavenly worlds and heaven itself were amazed at the
forbearance that God had so long shown Satan. God’s government was secure. His law was

47


https://egwwritings.org/read?panels=p28.837(28.836)&index=0
https://egwwritings.org/read?panels=p28.837&index=0
https://legacy.egwwritings.org/?ref=en_Ms4a-1898&para=6112.15

proved faultless. The Father, the Son, and Lucifer were revealed in their real relation to each
other.

It was Satan that prompted the world's rejection of Christ. The prince of evil exerted all his power
and cunning to destroy Jesus; for he saw that the Saviour's mercy and love, His compassion and
pitying tenderness, were representing to the world the character of God. Satan contested every
claim put forth by the Son of God and employed men as his agents to fill the Saviour's life with
suffering and sorrow. The sophistry and falsehood by which he had sought to hinder the work of
Jesus, the hatred manifested through the children of disobedience, his cruel accusations against
Him whose life was one of unexampled goodness, all sprang from deep-seated revenge. The pent-
up fires of envy and malice, hatred and revenge, burst forth on Calvary against the Son of God,
while all heaven gazed upon the scene in silent horror.

When the great sacrifice had been consummated, Christ ascended on high, refusing the adoration
of angels until He had presented the request: “l will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with
Me where | am.” John 17:24. Then with inexpressible love and power came forth the answer from
the Father's throne: “Let all the angels of God worship Him.” Hebrews 1:6. Not a stain rested upon
Jesus. His humiliation ended, His sacrifice completed, there was given unto Him a name that is
above every name.

Now the guilt of Satan stood forth without excuse. He had revealed his true character as a liar and
a murderer. It was seen that the very same spirit with which he ruled the children of men, who were
under his power, he would have manifested had he been permitted to control the inhabitants of
heaven. He had claimed that the transgression of God's law would bring liberty and exaltation; but
it was seen to result in bondage and degradation.

Satan's lying charges against the divine character and government appeared in their true light. He
had accused God of seeking merely the exaltation of Himself in requiring submission and obedience
from His creatures, and had declared that, while the Creator exacted self-denial from all others, He
Himself practiced no self-denial and made no sacrifice. Now it was seen that for the salvation of a
fallen and sinful race, the Ruler of the universe had made the greatest sacrifice which love
could make; for “God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself.” 2 Corinthians 5:19. It
was seen, also, that while Lucifer had opened the door for the entrance of sin by his desire for honor
and supremacy, Christ had, in order to destroy sin, humbled Himself and become obedient unto
death.

God had manifested His abhorrence of the principles of rebellion. All heaven saw His justice
revealed, both in the condemnation of Satan and in the redemption of man. Lucifer had declared
thatif the law of God was changeless, and its penalty could not be remitted, every transgressor must
be forever debarred from the Creator's favor. He had claimed that the sinful race were placed beyond
redemption and were therefore his rightful prey. But the death of Christ was an argument in man's
behalf that could not be overthrown. The penalty of the law fell upon Him who was equal with God,
and man was free to accept the righteousness of Christ and by a life of penitence and humiliation
to triumph, as the Son of God had triumphed, over the power of Satan. Thus God is just and yet
the justifier of all who believe in Jesus.

God’s Law Is Unchangeable
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But it was not merely to accomplish the redemption of man that Christ came to the earth to suffer
and to die. He came to “magnify the law” and to “make it honorable.” Not alone that the inhabitants
of this world might regard the law as it should be regarded; but it was to demonstrate to all the
worlds of the universe that God's law is unchangeable. Could its claims have been set aside, then
the Son of God need not have yielded up His life to atone for its transgression. The death of Christ
proves it immutable. And the sacrifice to which infinite love impelled the Father and the Son, that
sinners might be redeemed, demonstrates to all the universe—what nothing less than this plan of
atonement could have sufficed to do—that justice and mercy are the foundation of the law and
government of God.

Speaking of Satan, Christ said, “He ... abode not in the truth.” There are in every age souls of whom
these words might be spoken. Before his fall, Satan was highly exalted. His position was next to
that of Christ, and he was radiant with holiness. But he swerved from his allegiance to the blessed
and only Potentate, and lost his high position. From this time he became an avowed antagonist of
God, and influenced others to unite with him against God. Planting the standard of rebellion, he
rallied the supporters of his disaffection, that evil might become a power against good. Today men
are following Satan's lead. All who break the law of God, and teach others to do so are Satan's
agents. Satan is the root, and those who teach others to break the least of God's commandments
are the branches. They are warring against the law of Jehovah, and in the books of heaven their
names are recorded as associate rebels with the first great apostate.

In the final execution of the judgment it will be seen that no cause for sin exists. When the Judge
of all the earth shall demand of Satan, “Why hast thou rebelled against Me, and robbed Me of the
subjects of My kingdom?” the originator of evil can render no excuse. Every mouth will be
stopped, and all the hosts of rebellion will be speechless.

The Death of Christ Made Certain the Destruction of Satan

The cross of Calvary, while it declares the law immutable, proclaims to the universe that the wages
of sinis death. In the Saviour's expiring cry, “Itis finished,” the death knell of Satan was rung. The
great controversy which had been so long in progress was then decided, and the final
eradication of evil was made certain. The Son of God passed through the portals of the tomb, that
“through death He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil.” Hebrews 2:14.
Lucifer's desire for self-exaltation had led him to say: “l will exalt my throne above the stars of God:
... l will be like the Most High.” God declares: “l will bring thee to ashes upon the earth, ... and never
shalt thou be any more.” Isaiah 14:13, 14; Ezekiel 28:18, 19. When “the day cometh, that shall burn
as an oven;....all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh
shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.” Malachi
4:1.

The whole universe will have become witnesses to the nature and results of sin. And its utter
extermination, which in the beginning would have brought fear to angels and dishonor to God, will
now vindicate His love and establish His honor before the universe of beings who delight to do
His will, and in whose heart is His law. Never will evil again be manifest. Says the word of God:
“Affliction shall not rise up the second time.” Nahum 1:9. The law of God, which Satan has
reproached as the yoke of bondage, will be honored as the law of liberty. A tested and proved
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creation will never again be turned from allegiance to Him whose character has been fully
manifested before them as fathomless love and infinite wisdom.

The death of Christ upon the cross made sure the destruction of him who has the power of death,
who was the originator of sin. When Satan is destroyed, there will be none to tempt to evil; the
atonement will never need to be repeated; and there will be no danger of another rebellion in the
universe of God. That which alone can effectually restrain from sin in this world of darkness, will
prevent sin in heaven. The significance of the death of Christ will be seen by saints and angels.
Fallen men could not have a home in the paradise of God without the Lamb slain from the foundation
of the world. Shall we not then exalt the cross of Christ? The angels ascribe honor and glory to
Christ, for even they are not secure except by looking to the sufferings of the Son of God. It is
through the efficacy of the cross that the angels of heaven are guarded from apostasy. Without the
cross they would be no more secure against evil than were the angels before the fall of Satan. Angelic
perfection failed in heaven. Human perfection failed in Eden, the paradise of bliss. All who wish for
security in earth or heaven must look to the Lamb of God. The plan of salvation, making manifest the
justice and love of God, provides an eternal safeguard against defection in unfallen worlds, as
well as among those who shall be redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. Our only hope is perfect trust
in the blood of Him who can save to the uttermost all that come unto God by Him. The death of
Christ on the cross of Calvary is our only hope in this world, and it will be our theme in the world to
come. Oh, we do not comprehend the value of the atonement! If we did, we would talk more about
it. The gift of God in his beloved Son was the expression of an incomprehensible love. It was the
utmost that God could do to preserve the honor of his law, and still save the transgressor. Why
should man not study the theme of redemption? Itis the greatest subject that can engage the human
mind. If men would contemplate the love of Christ, displayed in the cross, their faith would be
strengthened to appropriate the merits of his shed blood, and they would be cleansed and saved
from sin.

In the controversy between Christ and Satan, the character of God was now fully vindicated in his
act of banishing from Heaven the fallen angel, who had once been exalted next to Christ. All
Heaven, and the worlds that had not fallen through sin, had been witnesses to the controversy
between Christ and Satan.

Our Personal Experience Proves that Christ is the Son of God

The people of God will be abiding in Christ, the love of Jesus will be revealed, and one Spirit will
animate all hearts, regenerating and renewing all in the image of Christ, fashioning all hearts
alike. As living branches of the true Vine, all will be united to Christ, the living head. Christ will abide
in every heart, guiding, comforting, sanctifying, and presenting to the world the unity of the followers
of Jesus, thus bearing testimony that the heavenly credentials are supplied to the remnant church.
In the oneness of Christ's church it will be proved that God sent his only begotten Son into the
world.

Christ will restore the moral image of God in man. But this can only be done by the consent of the
human agent, and by his cooperation with Christ. The transformation seen in the lives of the

members of the church testifies that Christ is the Son of God.

The very best evidence that we have that Christ is the Son of God is our personal experience.
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Is there nothing of sufficient weight to induce the mind to dwell on high and holy attractions? Yes,
Jesus leads the way. Who is He? He is the only begotten Son of God.

Christ, equal with God, the brightness of the Father’s “glory, and the express image of His
person”, clothed His divinity with humanity, and came to this earth to suffer and die for sinners. The
only-begotten Son of God humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of
the cross. By bearing in His body the curse of sin, He placed happiness and immortality within the
reach of all.

“In Him was life; and the life was the light of men.” It is not physical life that is here specified, but
eternal life, the life which is exclusively the property of God. The Word, who was with God, and
who was God, had this life. Physical life is something which each individual received. It is not eternal
or immortal; for God, the Life-giver, takes it again. Man has no control over his life. But the life of
Christ was unborrowed. No one can take this life from Him. “I lay it down of Myself,” He said. In Him
was life, original, unborrowed, underived. This life is not inherent in man. He can possess it only
through Christ. He can not earn it; it is given him as a free gift if he will believe in Christ as his
personal Saviour. “This is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom Thou hast sent.” John 17:3. This is the open fountain of life for the world.

Let us cultivate the meekness of Christ. He was the Majesty of heaven, the only-begotten Son of
God.

God's people are His chosen instrumentalities for the enlargement of His church in the earth. They
are to seek the counsel of God. Worldly amusements and entertainments are to have no place in the
life of the Christian. In following the way of the Lord is to be the strength of His people. Their faith in
the gift of God's only begotten Son is to be made manifest. This will make its impression on the
mind of the worldling.

Satan is working in every conceivable manner to divert minds from the truth of God that would
sanctify the soul. No oneis free from the danger of becoming ensnared by the sophistry of the enemy.
Our only safety is to hide self in Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God. We must rely wholly
upon God. He is to be our efficiency.

God has given to the world and to angels the evidence of the changeless character of His love.
He would part with His only begotten Son, sent Him into our world, clothed in the likeness of sinful
flesh, to condemn sin and to die upon Calvary’s cross to make it manifest to men that there is
provision in the counsels of heaven for those who believe in Christ to keep the commandments of
God. Aside from Christ, man cannot in spirit and in truth keep one of the commandments of God,
but in Christ Jesus the claims of the law are met, because He transforms the nature of man by
His grace, creates in the heart a new spiritual life, implants a holy nature, and men become
Christlike in character.

Let no one feel that he is stepping down in becoming a child of God. It was the only begotten Son of

God who stepped down. He gave himself for us. Leaving His splendor, His majesty, His high
command, and clothing His divinity, with humanity, that humanity might touch humanity, and

51



divinity lay hold upon divinity. He came to this earth, and in our behalf suffered the death of the cross.

The Love of God in His Fatherhood

O that everyone would realize the great love, the self-sacrifice, the benevolence, and the kindness
of our heavenly Father, in giving his Son to die for us that we might, if we believe and do his
commandments, have a sweet peace, the Father's joy, the Father's love, and unite with him, heart,
soul, mind, and strength, to maintain righteousness and to draw in even lines with Christ. It is not
the sacrifice of Christ only; it is the Father's sacrifice also. The Father, in union and loving
sympathy, with his Son, subjected himself to suffer with his Son. He spared not his only begotten
Son but freely delivered him up for us all. This gift of Christ is the crowning truth of God's love, and
this Fatherhood, through all time and through eternity. Here is the love of God in his Fatherhood.
Letus drinkinthis love, that we may know by experience what a real, tender, joyful, experience there
is in a realization of the Fatherhood of God.

The Eternal Father, the unchangeable one, gave his only begotten Son, tore from his bosom Him
who was made in the express image of his person, and sent him down to earth to reveal how
greatly he loved mankind.

The Father had given over the world into the hands of his Son for him to redeem from the curse
and the disgrace of Adam's failure and fall. Through Christ alone can man now find access to God.
And through Christ alone will the Lord hold communication with man.

God displayed His power and wisdom in the work of creation. He revealed His majesty in the giving
of His law. And, finally, in the person of His Son, He came to the world to show His love and
sympathy. This was the hiding of His power, the unveiling of His grace. The only-begotten Son of
God was nailed to the cross of Calvary, that He might bequeath to the fallen race a legacy of pardon.

He who was with the Father from the beginning, the only begotten Son of God, has paid the
redemption price for the ransom of a sinful world.

Christ was the majesty of heaven, the only begotten Son of God. Yet “God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.”

The fact that the only-begotten Son of God gave His life because of man's transgression, to satisfy
justice and to vindicate the honor of God's law, should be constantly kept before the minds of
children and youth.

The Father Gave His Only Begotten Son to Die for Us

Itis true that God gave His only begotten Son to die for us, to suffer the penalty of the [broken] law
of God. We are to consider this and dwell upon it. And when our minds are constantly dwelling upon
the matchless love of God to the fallen race, we begin to know God, to become acquainted with Him,
to have a knowledge of God and how Jesus Christ, when He came to our world, laid aside His royal
robes and His kingly crown and clothed His divinity with humanity. For our sakes He became poor
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that we through His poverty might be made rich. The Father sent His Son here, and right here on this
little atom of a world were enacted the grandest scenes that were ever known to humanity.

In His humanity He was a partaker of the divine nature. In His incarnation He gained in a new sense
the title of the Son of God. Said the angelto Mary, “The power of the Highest shall overshadow thee;
therefore also that Holy Thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.” While the
Son of a human being, He became the Son of God in a new sense. Thus He stood in our world—the
Son of God, yet allied by birth to the human race.

The incarnation of Christ was an act of self-sacrifice; His life was one of continual self-denial. The
highest glory of the love of God to man was manifested in the sacrifice of His only-begotten Son,
who was the express image of His person. This is the great mystery of godliness. It is the privilege
and the duty of every professed follower of Christ to have the mind of Christ. Without self-denial and
cross bearing we cannot be His disciples.

Our God made an infinite sacrifice for the redemption of the lost race. In the gift of His only
begotten Son to die for us, He has revealed His deep love for humanity. What a sacrifice Christ
made, that He might bring every son and daughter of Adam to His Father’s throne!

But on the cross the sinner sees the only begotten of the Father dying in his stead, and giving the
transgressor life....The love of our heavenly Father in the gift of his only begotten Son to the world,
is enough to inspire every soul, to melt every hard, loveless heart into contrition and tenderness....

Consider the fact that the Lord has given his only begotten Son, “that whosoever believeth in him,
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” [John 3:16.]

The most unspeakable gift which God could bestow upon the world was the gift of his beloved Son.
We do not half appreciate the grandeur of the plan of salvation. He who was one with the Father
stepped down from the glorious throne in heaven, laid aside his royal robe and crown, and clothed
his divinity with humanity, thus bringing himself to the level of man's feeble faculties. “For your sakes
he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.” Infinite was the sacrifice on the part
of the Father; infinite the sacrifice of the Son! The highest gift that Heaven could bestow was given
to ransom fallen humanity. O, what divine benevolence! It would have been far easier to crush the
world out of existence than to reform it. But Christ declares, “The Son of man is not come to destroy
men's lives, but to save them.” The Son of God understood the desperate situation, and himself
came to our world, that man through him might have eternal life. Son of the Most High though he
was, he submitted himself to insult, mockery, and a cruel death because he loved man, and would
save him from ruin.

The Father Suffered with His Son

Christ was the Son of God, equal with the Father; and yet he was abused, ridiculed, scourged, and
crucified. There are many who have thought that the Father had no part in the sufferings of the Son;
but this is a mistake. The Father suffered with the Son.
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The Father loves us, not because of the great propitiation; but he provided the propitiation because
he loves us. Christ was the medium through which he could pour out his infinite love upon a
fallen world. “God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself.” The Father suffered with the
Son. In the agony of Gethsemane, the death of Calvary, the heart of infinite love paid the price of
our redemption.

The Lord saw us in a sad condition, and sent to our world the only messenger that he could trust
with his great treasure of pardon and grace. Christ, the only begotten Son of God, was the
delegated messenger. He was ordained to do a work that even the angels of heaven could not
accomplish. He alone could be trusted to do the work required for the redemption of a world all
seared and marred with the curse. And in this gift the Father gave all heaven to the world.

Christ Reinstated in His Former Glory—His Omnipresent Spirit Is with Us

He was God while upon earth, but he divested himself of the form of God, and in its stead took the
form and fashion of a man....He laid aside his glory and his majesty. He was God, but the glories
of the form of God he for a while relinquished (abandoned?).

Christ's ascension to heaven, amid a cloud of heavenly angels, glorified Him. His concealed glory
shone forth with all the brightness that mortal man could endure and live. He came to our world as
a man; He ascended to His heavenly home as God....Thus the prayer of Christ was answered. He
was glorified with the glory which He had with His Father before the world was....Glory encircles
the King of heaven, and was beheld by all the heavenly intelligences. No words can describe the
scene which took place as the Son of God was publicly reinstated in the place of honor and glory
which He voluntarily left when He became a man.

When Christ entered within the heavenly gates, He was enthroned, amid the songs of millions of
angels. As soon as this ceremony was completed, the Holy Spirit descended upon His followers in
rich currents according to Christ's promise, and they were no more orphans. How quickly Christ
fulfilled His promise, and sent from the heavenly courts the guarantee of His love! After His
inauguration, the Spirit came and Christ was indeed glorified, even with the glory which He had
from all eternity with the Father. During His humiliation upon this earth, the Spirit had not
descended with all its efficacy; and Christ declared that if He went not away, it would not come, but
thatif He went away, He would send it. It was a representation of Himself, and after He was glorified
it was manifest.

The greatness of God cannot be measured or comprehended. And that doctrine that denies the
absolute Godhead of Jesus Christ, denies also the Godhead of the Father; for no man knoweth
the Son butthe Father.... The sufferings of Christ for the redemption of a fallen race were a hecessity,
and his exaltation is a part of the plan by which his chosen shall at last behold his full and
inexpressible glory. Our Lord Jesus Christ could not have become the Redeemer unless he had first
been the Sacrifice. How precious is it to contemplate the faithfulness of God to his promises! After
his humiliation, suffering, and death, the Son of God steps back to the position of his former glory,
and is one with the Father in power and dominion.

In giving His commission to His followers, Christ did not tell them they would be left alone. He
assured them that He would be near them. He spoke of His Omnipresence in a special way. Go to
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all nations, He said. Go, to the farthest portion of the habitable globe, but know that My presence
will be there. Labor in faith and confidence, for the time will never come when | shall forsake
you....The assurance of His abiding presence was the richest legacy Christ could give His disciples.
Having the High Priest of our profession close by our side, we need not imperil our souls by opening
the secrets of our hearts to priest or minister. In all confidence we may open our heart to the head
over all the church....The Lord’s full favor comes to those who seek Him with the whole heart, and
are willing to follow Him in doing God’s will, enthroning Christ in the heart, planting His attributes
deep in the life practice.

Cumbered with humanity, Christ could not be in every place personally; therefore it was
altogether for their advantage that He should leave them, go to His Father, and send the Holy Spirit
to be His successor on earth. The Holy Spirit is Himself, divested of the personality of humanity,
and independent thereof. He would represent Himself as present in all places by His Holy Spirit,
as the Omnipresent.

“l will pray the Father, and he shall send you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever,
even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth
him; but ye know him, for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.” [Verses 16, 17.] This refers to
the omnipresence of the Spirit of Christ, called the Comforter. Again Jesus says, “l have many
things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit, when he, the Spirit of truth is come,
he will guide you into all truth.” [John 16:12, 13.]

The Lord is looking upon every individual; He is omnipresent. His eye reads the heart.

Christ was the foundation of the entire Jewish economy....An all-powerful and omnipresent
Providence is revealed in their entire history.

The Holy Spirit, which proceeds from the only begotten Son of God, binds the human agent, body,
soul, and spirit, to the perfect, divine-human nature of Christ. This union is represented by the union
of the vine and the branches. Finite man is united to the manhood of Christ. Through faith human
nature is assimilated with Christ's nature. We are made one with God in Christ.

The Covenant of Grace Existed from Eternal Ages

Known unto God are all His works, and from eternal ages the covenant of grace (unmerited favor)
existed in the mind of God. It is called the everlasting covenant; for the plan of salvation was not
conceived after the fall of man, but it was that which was “kept in silence through times eternal, but
now is manifested, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the
eternal God, is made known unto all the nations unto obedience of faith.” Romans 16:25, 26, A.R.V.

The plan for our redemption was not an afterthought, a plan formulated after the fall of Adam. It was
a revelation of “the mystery which hath been kept in silence through times eternal.” Romans 16:25,
R.V. It was an unfolding of the principles that from eternal ages have been the foundation of God's
throne.... God did not ordain that sin should exist, but He foresaw its existence, and made
provision to meet the terrible emergency.
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From eternal ages it was God's purpose that every created being, from the bright and holy seraph
to man, should be a temple for the indwelling of the Creator.

The Son of God, heaven's glorious Commander, was touched with pity for the fallen race. He
entered into a covenant with God to save man, and to vindicate His Father's character as expressed
in the law. He came to the earth in the form of man to refute Satan's lie, that God had given a law
which man could not keep. He came to give Himself as a sacrifice for sin, thus revealing to the
heavenly universe that the law is as changeless and eternal as is Jehovah Himself.

The Great Controversy Between Christ and Satan Intensifies

Lucifer refused to accept Christ as the Prince of heaven, his Sovereign and Leader. He refused
to acknowledge the supremacy of the Son of God. The controversy between the Prince of life and
the prince of darkness has been long and fierce.

Therefore he [Satan] misrepresented God, attributing to Him the desire for self-exaltation. With his
own evil characteristics he sought to invest the loving Creator. Thus he deceived angels. Thus he
deceived men. He led them to doubt the word of God, and to distrust His goodness. Because God
is a God of justice and terrible majesty, Satan caused them to look upon Him as severe and
unforgiving. Thus he drew men to join him in rebellion against God, and the night of woe settled
down upon the world.

So we see that between Christ and Satan there is unceasing conflict. This conflict will be waged
until the work of salvation is accomplished. And it will grow fiercer as the end approaches.

The conflict between Christ and Satan willincrease in intensity until the end of this earth’s history.
We are to have faith in the blood of Christ, in order that we may pass safely through the perilous times
just before us.

In the great final conflict, Satan will employ the same policy, manifest the same spirit, and work for
the same end, as in all preceding ages. That which has been, will be, except that the coming struggle
will be marked with a terrible intensity such as the world has never witnessed. Satan's deceptions
will be more subtle, his assaults more determined. If it were possible, he would lead astray the
elect. Mark 13:22, Revised Version

The work of rebellion begun in heaven will continue to exist until the whole power of rebellion is
broken and Satan and his angels are destroyed. We should now bring before our people the work
to be done in all our churches in exalting the knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ whom He has
sent. We have a record of Christ’s history and a knowledge of His teachings in the Old and New
Testaments. All who are taught of Him will be loyal subjects to serve and obey God. By repentance
and faith and through obedience to all of God’s requirements, His people are to prove themselves
citizens of the kingdom of grace and true and obedient children of God.

The adversary of God and leader in the great controversy waged against the world's Redeemer,
his deceptive powers have been sharpened by constant practice; and in the final crisis he will
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deceive to their own ruin those who do not now seek to understand his methods of working.

We are living in the closing scenes of this earth's history, and what is now done for God is
accomplished under the most disadvantageous circumstances. Satan has great skill and
wonderful ability. God entrusted him with power and wisdom; but he became filled with self-
exaltation and thought that he should be first in heaven. Through this self-seeking, this striving for
the supremacy, sin entered into the world.

Our Powerful Enemy Hates Us, But Jesus Is Stronger and Will Save Us

We have a powerful enemy; and not only does he hate every human being made in the image of God,
but his bitterest enmity is against God and His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ. When men give
themselves as willing slaves to Satan, he manifests no special enmity toward them; he has no
conflict with them. But allwho bear the name of Christ he hates with a deadly hatred. He knows he
can grieve Jesus by deceiving them, by hurting them, making them weak, incapable of doing service
as God requires under their Captain, Christ Jesus. Satan will let those rest in a measure of peace
who are willing captives, bound with chains to his chariot. But when the message of mercy reaches
his bondslaves, and they seek to wrench themselves from his power that they may follow the True
Shepherd, then, if he can, he binds them with additional chains to hold them in his possession. The
conflict really begins when the captive tugs at his chain, longing to be free. When the human agent
cooperates with the heavenly intelligences, when faith takes hold upon Christ, then the Stronger
than the strong man armed is the helper of the soul. Man is strengthened by the Holy Spirit to
obtain his freedom.

The enemy of souls is filled with intense hatred against every endeavor to influence the youth in the
right direction. He hates everything which will give correct views of God and our Saviour, and his
efforts are especially directed against all who are placed in a favorable position to receive light from
heaven.

Satan hates those who have taken hold of the strength of Christ, but those who have made a full
surrender are reconciled to God, and he will be their defense.

God loves you and is unwilling that you should perish in the general ruin. He invites you to leave
those things which hinder your spiritual advancement, and to find in Him that strength and
consolation which you need.

God loves you, and will save you if you come in his appointed way; but if you rebel, and choose
your own course, it will be to your eternal loss.

In Christ, We Will Be Victorious

How can we escape the power of one who was once an exalted angel in the heavenly courts? He
was a being full of beauty and personal charm, blessed with a powerful intellect. Because of his
exaltation he thought himself equal with God. He rebelled against his Creator, and by his rebellion
he led astray some of the heavenly angels. With these he was cast out of heaven, and then he set up
a kingdom of his own, determined that he would allure the world to his apostate banner. How can
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we discern his false theories and resist his temptations?—Only through the individual experience
gained by receiving a knowledge of Jesus Christ our Lord. Without divine aid we could not
possibly escape the temptations and snares that Satan has prepared to deceive human minds.

Jesus, the world's Redeemer, stands between Satan and every soul. “For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” And those who lay their sins upon Christ through faith in his righteousness, will
come off victorious. As our Mediator, Jesus was fully able to accomplish this work of redemption;
but O, at what a price! The sinless Son of God was condemned for the sin in which he had no part, in
order that the sinner, through repentance and faith, might be justified by the righteousness of
Christ, in which he had no personal merit. The sins of every one who has lived upon the earth were
laid upon Christ, testifying to the fact that no one need be a loser in the conflict with Satan.
Provision has been made that all may lay hold of the strength of him who will save to the uttermost
all who come unto God by him.

...They have one God and one Saviour; and one Spirit—the Spirit of Christ—is to bring unity into
their ranks.

Let the missionaries of the cross proclaim that there is one God, and one Mediator between God
and man, who is Jesus Christ the Son of the Infinite God. This needs to be proclaimed throughout
every church in our land.

The Majesty of heaven, the only begotten Son of the true and living God, opened the way for you
to come to him, by giving his life as a sacrifice on Calvary's cross.

Will you dishonor your Creator and Redeemer by choosing the great apostate as your leader?
Christ, the only begotten Son of God, came to this world to redeem the fallen race. He has given us
evidence of His great power. He will enable those who receive Him to build up characters free from
the tendencies that Satan reveals. You can resist Satan and all his temptations. The battle will be
won, the victory gained, by him who chooses Christ as his leader, determined to do right because
itisright.

Christ Is Conqueror in the Great Controversy

Christ is the Son of God in deed and in truth and in love, and is the representative of the Father as
well as the representative of the human race. His arm brought salvation. He took humanity, was bone
of our bone and flesh of our flesh, and submitted to all the temptations wherewith man would be
beset. He showed in the great controversy with Satan that He was fully able to remove the stigma
and discount the degradation of sin which Satan had placed upon the human family. By taking
humanity and combining it with divinity, He was able to meet every demand of the law of God, to
overcome every objection which Satan had made prominent as standing in the way of man’s
obedience to God’s commandments.

And yet it was necessary that Satan should manifest his enmity toward the Son of God, in order
that the real character of the evil one might be understood, and that he might be uprooted from
the affection of men and angels. When Jesus died on Calvary, men and angels beheld the malignity
of Satan, and the love of God for a fallen world. On this atom of a world the great controversy
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between Christ and Satan is waged, but Christis conqueror. In his name and through his strength,
his followers obtain the victory.

In the words addressed to the serpent is a delineation of the great, unended conflict that has been
waging in the world from the beginning of sin. The earth is the battle field for the conflict, and the
result of the conflict, while it brings temporal loss upon the followers of Christ, will bring eternal
ruin upon Satan, evil angels, and evil men, who unite with the enemy in the controversy against
Christ.

The Great Controversy Will Soon Be Ended

The great controversy between Christ and Satan, that has been carried forward for nearly six
thousand years, is soon to close; and the wicked one redoubles his efforts to defeat the work of
Christin man's behalf, and to fasten souls in his snares.

For six thousand years the great controversy has been in progress; the Son of God and his
heavenly messengers have been in conflict with the power of the evil one, to warn, enlighten, and
save the children of men. Now all have made their decision; the wicked have fully united with Satan
in his warfare against God. The time has come for God to vindicate the authority of his
downtrodden law.

The coming of Christ is nearer than when we first believed. The great controversy is nearing its end.
The judgments of God are in the land. They speak in solemn warning, saying: “Be ye also ready: for in
such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.” Matthew 24:44.

With intense interest the loyal angels and the inhabitants of the unfallen worlds are watching the
controversy going on on this earth. Soon the conflict will be forever ended. Soon Christ will come
to take to himself those who have fought the good fight of faith.

The King of Kings Descends Upon the Cloud

Soonthere appears inthe easta small black cloud, about half the size of a man's hand. Itis the cloud
which surrounds the Saviour and which seems in the distance to be shrouded in darkness. The
people of God know this to be the sign of the Son of man. In solemn silence they gaze upon it as it
draws nearer the earth, becoming lighter and more glorious, until it is a great white cloud, its base a
glory like consuming fire, and above it the rainbow of the covenant. Jesus rides forth as a mighty
conqueror. Not now a “Man of Sorrows,” to drink the bitter cup of shame and woe, He comes, victor
in heaven and earth, to judge the living and the dead. “Faithful and True,” “in righteousness He
doth judge and make war.” And “the armies which were in heaven” (Revelation 19:11, 14) follow Him.
With anthems of celestial melody the holy angels, a vast, unnumbered throng, attend Him on His
way. The firmament seems filled with radiant forms—“ten thousand times ten thousand, and
thousands of thousands.” No human pen can portray the scene; no mortal mind is adequate to
conceive its splendor. “His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of His praise. And His
brightness was as the light.” Habakkuk 3:3, 4. As the living cloud comes still nearer, every eye
beholds the Prince of life. No crown of thorns now mars that sacred head; but a diadem of glory
rests on His holy brow. His countenance outshines the dazzling brightness of the noonday sun.
“And He hath on His vesture and on His thigh a name written, King of kings, and Lord of lords.”
Revelation 19:16.
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The King of kings descends upon the cloud, wrapped in flaming fire. The heavens are rolled
together as a scroll, the earth trembles before Him, and every mountain and island is moved out of
its place. “Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence: a fire shall devour before Him, and it shall
be very tempestuous round about Him. He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth,
that He may judge His people.” Psalm 50:3, 4.

Amid the reeling of the earth, the flash of lightning, and the roar of thunder, the voice of the Son of
God calls forth the sleeping saints. He looks upon the graves of the righteous, then, raising His
hands to heaven, He cries: “Awake, awake, awake, ye that sleep in the dust, and arise!” Throughout
the length and breadth of the earth the dead shall hear that voice, and they that hear shall live. And
the whole earth shall ring with the tread of the exceeding great army of every nation, kindred, tongue,
and people. From the prison house of death they come, clothed with immortal glory, crying: “O
death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?” 1 Corinthians 15:55. And the living
righteous and the risen saints unite their voices in a long, glad shout of victory.

The Final Coronation of the Only Begotten Son

Intensely desirous are the angels of God to behold the completion and triumph of the mediatorial
work of Christ, in relation to the recovery of and exaltation of man, and to view the only Begotten of
the Father seated as King of kings, and Lord of lords, encircled by the throne of the universe, and
all dominions and principalities and powers of heaven, all radiant with glory.

In the presence of the assembled inhabitants of earth and Heaven the final coronation of the Son
of God takes place. And now, invested with supreme majesty and power, the King of kings
pronounces sentence upon the rebels against his government, and executes justice upon those who
have transgressed his law and oppressed his people. Says the prophet of God: “l saw a great white
throne, and Him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was
found no place for them. And | saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were
opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged out of
those things which were written in the books, according to their works.” [Revelation 20:11, 12.]

Now Christ again appears to the view of His enemies. Far above the city, upon a foundation of
burnished gold, is a throne, high and lifted up. Upon this throne sits the Son of God, and around
Him are the subjects of His kingdom. The power and majesty of Christ no language can describe,
no pen portray. The glory of the Eternal Father is enshrouding His Son. The brightness of His
presence fills the City of God, and flows out beyond the gates, flooding the whole earth with its
radiance.

Every question of truth and error in the long-standing controversy has now been made plain. The
results of rebellion, the fruits of setting aside the divine statutes, have been laid open to the view of
all created intelligences. The working out of Satan's rule in contrast with the government of God,
has been presented to the whole universe. Satan's own works have condemned him. God's
wisdom, his justice, and his goodness stand fully vindicated. It is seen that all his dealings in the
great controversy have been conducted with respect to the eternal good of his people, and the good
of all the worlds that he has created.
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The Final Destruction of Satan and His Followers

Jesus answered, “l beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.” Beyond the cross of Calvary, with its
agony and shame, Jesus looked forward to the great final day when Satan will meet his
destruction in the earth so long marred by his rebellion. Henceforth Christ's followers were to look
on Satan as a conquered foe. Upon the cross, Jesus was to gain the victory for them; that victory
He desired them to accept as their own. “Behold,” He said, “I have given unto you power to tread on
serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt
you.”

Satanwill use his agencies to carry out diabolical devices, to overpower the saints of God, asintimes
past he used the Roman power to stay the course of Protestantism; yet the people of God can look
calmly at the whole array of evil, and come to the triumphant conclusion that because Christ
lives we shall live also. The people of God are to advance in the same spiritin which Jesus met the
assaults of the prince of darkness in the past. The evil confederacy can advance only in the course
which Jesus has marked out before them; every step of their advance brings the saints of God
nearer the great white throne, nearer the successful termination of their warfare. The
confederacy of evil will finally be destroyed; for the prophet says, “Behold, the day cometh, that
shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be as stubble; and the
day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor
branch.” Even of him whose heart was lifted up because of his beauty, who corrupted his wisdom by
reason of his brightness, the Lord says: “l will bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour
thee, and | will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee. All they
that know thee among the people shall be astonished at thee; thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt
thou be any more.”

Then the end will come. God will vindicate His law and deliver His people. Satan and all who have
joined himinrebellion will be cut off. Sin and sinners will perish, root and branch, (Malachi 4:1),—
Satan the root, and his followers the branches. The word will be fulfilled to the prince of evil,
“Because thou hast set thine heart as the heart of God; ... | will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from
the midst of the stones of fire.... Thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more.” Then “the
wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not be;” “they shall be
as though they had not been.” Ezekiel 28:6-19; Psalm 37:10; Obadiah 16.

This is not an act of arbitrary power on the part of God. The rejecters of His mercy reap that which
they have sown. God is the fountain of life; and when one chooses the service of sin, he separates
from God, and thus cuts himself off from life. He is “alienated from the life of God.” Christ says,
“All they that hate Me love death.” Ephesians 4:18; Proverbs 8:36. God gives them existence for a
time that they may develop their character and reveal their principles. This accomplished, they
receive the results of their own choice. By a life of rebellion, Satan and all who unite with him place
themselves so out of harmony with God that His very presence is to them a consuming fire. The
glory of Him who is love will destroy them.

The great controversy is ended. Sin and sinners are no more. The entire universe is clean. One

pulse of harmony and gladness beats through the vast creation. From Him who created all, flow life
and light and gladness, throughout the realms of illimitable space. From the minutest atom to the
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greatest world, all things, animate and inanimate, in their unshadowed beauty and perfect joy,
declare that God is love.

Are You Following the Great Apostate, or the Son of God?

Everything in the world is in agitation. The signs of the times are ominous. Coming events cast their
shadows before. The Spirit of God is withdrawing from the earth, and calamity follows calamity by
sea and by land. There are tempests, earthquakes, fires, floods, murders of every grade. Who can
read the future? Where is security? There is assurance in nothing that is human or earthly. Rapidly
are men ranging themselves under the banner they have chosen. Restlessly are they waiting and
watching the movements of their leaders. There are those who are waiting and watching and working
for our Lord's appearing. Another class are falling into line under the generalship of the first great
apostate. Few believe with heart and soul that we have a hell to shun and a heaven to win.

The great conflict that Satan created in the heavenly courts is soon, very soon, to be forever
decided. Soon all the inhabitants of the earth will have taken sides, either for or against the
government of heaven. Now, as never before, Satan is exercising his deceiving power to mislead
and to destroy every unguarded soul. We are called upon to arouse the people to prepare for the
great issues before them. We must give warning to those who are standing on the very brink of ruin.
God's people are to put forth every power in combating Satan's falsehoods and pulling down his
strongholds. To every human being in the wide world who will give heed, we are to make plain the
principles at stake in the great controversy—principles upon which hangs the eternal destiny of
the soul. To the people far and near we are to bring home the question: “Are you following the great
apostate in disobedience to God's law, or are you following the Son of God, who declared, ‘| have
kept My Father's commandments’?”

In the great controversy between good and evil, each one of us has to choose on which side he
will stand, and our life and character will make manifest who is our master. If we refuse to be
obedient to the law of God, we shall make terms with Satan, and Christ will be unloved, and
unhonored in our heart and life; but the heart insensible to so great salvation, closed to the bright
beams of the Sun of Righteousness, must indeed be hard as adamant.

There is a right side and a wrong side. Let each ask himself the question, On which side am |
standing? Those who do not choose the side of Christ range themselves under the banner of
darkness, with the great apostate, who in heaven refused to obey God, and who in the Garden of
Eden deceived the holy pair, and opened the flood-gates of woe upon our world.

Will you turn from a plain “Thus saith the Lord” after reading the history of Adam's sin and fall? He
fell because he discarded the words of the Lord, and heeded the words of Satan. Will it pay to
transgress? By transgression Adam lost Eden. By the transgression of God's commandments man
will lose heaven, and an eternity of bliss. These are no idle tales, but truth. Again | ask, On which side
are you standing?

The test comes to everyone. There are only two sides. On which side are you?

On Which Side Are You???
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Chapters and Articles Included
Content by Ellen G. White

Patriarchs and Prophets—Why Was Sin Permitted—Chapter 1; pp 33-43 (1890)

Great Controversy—The Origin of Evil—Chapter 29; pp 492-504 (1911)

Story of Redemption—The Fall of Lucifer—Chapter 1; pp 13-19 (1947 compilation)

1Spirit of Prophecy —The Great Controversy-The Fall of Satan—Chapter 1; pp 17-23 (1870)

4Spirit of Prophecy—Origin of Evil—Chapter 24 pp 316-323 (1884)

1Spiritual Gifts—The Fall of Satan—The Great Controversy Between Christ and His Angels & Satan & His

Angels; Chapter 1; pp 17-19 (1858)

Signs of the Times—the Fall of Satan, Par. 1-11, January 9, 1879

Signs of the Times—The Great Controversy Between Christ and His Angels and Satan and His Angels
January 16, 1879

Additional Sources

Code Title Code Title

BEcho Bible Echo RH Review & Herald

BTS Bible Training School SC Steps to Christ

COL Christ’s Object Lessons SG Spiritual Gifts

CTr Christ Triumphant SM Selected Messages 1,2,3

CT Counsels to Parents, Teachers & Students SP Spirit of Prophecy 1-4

DA Desire of Ages SpM Spalding & Megan

EW Early Writings SpTB02 Special Testimonies, Series B SpTB02
FE Fundamentals of Christian Education SR Story of Redemption

GC Great Controversy SSW  Sabbath School Work

GW Gospel Workers ST Signs of the Times

LDE Last Day Events T Testimonies for the Church 1-9
LS Life Sketches Yi Youth’s Instructor

PP Patriarchs and Prophets 1888 1888 Materials
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Why does God allow suffering?

The answer is in this book!

Read the shocking saga of how the highest created being in the universe, the
celestial covering cherub named Lucifer, became the originator of sin. His heart
was lifted up because of his beauty, and although he was next to Christ in honor,
he aspired to be above Christ, next to God. His jealousy of the Son of God led
him to rebel against God’s divine government. He spread his envy and
discontentment among the angels, convincing one third of the heavenly host to
side with him against God. As a result of this rebellion, Lucifer and his
sympathizers were cast out of heaven.

The gripping details of this fascinating story are revealed in this inspired
compilation of the writings of Ellen G. White. In 1858, when she was 30 years
old, God gave her a 2-hour long public vision, showing her the scenes of this epic
battle as they had transpired. During the vision, she was unaware of her
surroundings, but walked about with ease, and with supernatural strength that
could not be restrained. Witnesses of this divine encounter testified that she did
not breathe for two full hours, confirming their faith that she was indeed receiving
communication from heaven. She wrote out what had been revealed to her, and
this compilation is a gathering together of her quotations on this subject.

This heartbreaking story is close to home for each one of us, because sin is the
source of all of the pain and suffering in this world. But our great God has a
marvelous solution to the sin problem. It is summed up in the well-loved scripture,
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” [John 3:16]

Your heart will thrill as you come to understand God’s great love in His amazing
sacrifice, His only begotten Son. And you will appreciate His great wisdom in
allowing Lucifer, who became Satan, to fully develop his evil character, in order
to expose his heinous crime against heaven. And finally, you will rejoice as you
read about the final triumph of the King of Kings, and how each one of us can be
rescued from pain, suffering and death, forever!

Truly, this story of the great controversy between Christ and Satan will open your
eyes to heavenly realities in a way that will transform your entire view of God.
You will come to see Him as a loving heavenly Father who cares exceedingly for
you personally. As your questions are answered, your trust in God will become
unshakable. That is the only way you will be able to survive the final conflict just
before us. The end is coming soon. Read on, and be blessed!
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